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3: ? 
its own right by reconsidering the resolution, 


¢ the amendment suggested by the 


al i adopun ; ; . 
Senator from Pennsy!vania. 
Mr. HAMLIN. It is to me a matter of entire 
liference who does the printing of this docu- 
ment; but it is desirable it should be done, and I 
think itis desirable that the Senate should vote 
ynderstandingly upon the matter, or I would not 
avain trespass upon its attention. Having been 
«amewhat familiar with it, | beg to state in a very 
few words what is my view of the matter. 

The law provides that when the printing of a 
document is first ordered in the Senate, and sub- | 
sequently in the House, it shall be printed for 
both Houses by the Senate printer; and when 
frst ordered in the House, and subsequently in the 
Senate, it shall be done by the House printer. 
Now, sir, the first part of the Patent Office report 
»ommunicated to the Senate early in the ses- | 


‘ 
bb 


was ¢ 
sion. | have not before me the day, but it was 
early in the session. Subsequently, and long 


afterwards, the second part of that report was || 
communicated to Congress. The first part of it | 
was ordered to be printed in the Senate; the sec- || 
ond part in the House. What is the true con- || 
struction in relation to this matter? What is the | 
law? What constitutes a document? That is 
the true question to be settled. By the law of 
1837, it is made the duty of the Commissioner of 
Patents to make an annual report upon the arts 
and manufactures. That is all the law there is 
in existence which requires any report from the 
Commissioner of Patents. The law, therefore, is 
complied with when he sends here what we call || 
his mechanical report. That is all the report he 
is required to make by law. That was ordered 
to be printed, first in the Senate, next in the || 
House, and both editions were printed, or are in 
yrocess of being printed, by the Senate printer. 
Vhat number the document bears has no earthly 
connection with the subject. WhattheSenate vote, || 
by its order, to make a document, is a document || 
under the law. We vote to print the President’s || 
message and accompanying documents. It is || 
subdivided into three or four parts, as the Super- || 
intendent of the Public Printing shall deem proper, || 
but it makes but one document, because—and I || 
beg Senators to bear in mind what I say—there 
is but one order of Congress in ordering it to be 
printed. What we order to be printed at this 
time, by this vote, constitutes a document, whether 
it is two, ten, or one hundred pages. That is, in 
the language of the law, a Eran: and the 
whole number of documents that we order to be | 
printed must be printed by the printer of the Sen- 
ate, if it is first ordered here. Now, sir, if the | 
second part were the same document, only one 
vote was necessary in the House or Senate for || 
the printing of both. You might want an addi- 
tional vote for an additional number, but a vote 
to print the first part, if the two be one document || 
in law, must necessarily have carried the printing || 
of the second. What was the view of the Senate? || 
They took no such view of it. We ordered, by a 
Separate vote, the second part to be printed. The 
House did the same; and by its own order made 
ita document. 
This, sir, is my view of the matter; and I think || 
I could cite here a great many illustrations of it. 
We find the President’s message and accompa- | 
hying documents sent to us, but we find additional || 
reports emanating from the Departments. I have 
one in ap recollection now. I recollect very well 
that the Secretary of War, either this year or last || 
year, stated in his report that there was a certain 
matter upon which he was not fully prepared at || 
that time to report. Was it not in regard tot he | 
Surveys for the Pacific railroad? I think it was. ! 
He therefore did not communicate them as a part | 
of his annual report, because he had not them 
complete. What did hedo? Subsequently, when 





he got them, hesent them in. What did we do? | 

rinted them separately, and made, by our own | 
order, a Separate document of them. hold, un- | 
der this law, that the President may send in his || 
annual message, accompanied by the annual re- | 
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and if the Senate should so choose, it is perfectly 
competent, under that law, to say that we would 
order the President’s message and the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to be printed, and stop 
there; and by so doing we would make it a decu- 
ment. That is the language of the law. What 
we order to be printed is a document; and, taking 
the case which | have stated, if we take the Pres- 
ident’s message and report of the Treasury De- 
partment, and say that we will order them to be 
printed alone, and pass no vote in relation to the 
others, what would be the document? Why, it 
would be the President’s message and report of 
the Treasury Department. Suppose we subse- 
quently ordered the reports of the other Depart- 
ments to be printed, the order of the Senate would 
make another document of them. If the order to 
print them was made at a different time from that 
when the first order was made, they would be 


| another document, no matter what the number 
' would be. 


That would not vary it, because it 
would be an order of the Senate to print a certain 
number at a certain time, while the other would 
have been another order, atanother time, for an en- 
tirely distinct thing. 

So it is in relation to this matter. While this 
report is by law a thing which has two parts, the 
one coming here under the direction and by the 
requirement of law, and the other under only an 
annual appropriation requiring the Commissioner 
of Patents to collect certain reports; and while 
they have the same number put upon them here, 
we stamp upon them the character of two docu- 
ments by our own votes, and by our own distinct 
orders; [ hold that notwithstanding the number, 
they are two distinct reports—one mechanical, 
the other agricultural. 

I think that there is but one case to be found 


| where the printing of the second part of a docu- 
| ment has followed that of the first; and that was 


the document upon the exploration of the river 
Amazon. That report consisted of a first and 
second part, and the vote ordering the first part 
to be printed, also, at the same time, ordered the 
second part to be printed, and consequently the 
Senate at that time, although they both made one 
report, looked at them as two documents, draw- 
ing a distinction between a report and a docu- 
ment. There were two parts to a report, and the 
Senate made two documents of it; but to super- 
sede the necessity of a subsequent motion to print 
the second part, which was the second document, 
the motion was made for the whole when the first 
part was printed. Now, if when the Senate or- 
dered the mechanical portion of the Patent Office 


report to be printed, it had, at the same time, or- | 


dered the agricultural portion to be printed, one 
would have followed the other. But by its own 


| action, by a distinct and separate order, it has 
| made them two documents. 


It has made two 
documents, even if they were one report; though 
I deny that they are the same report. One is in 
relation to mechanics, and the other in relation 
to agriculture. This is the view I take of the 


| matter; and it is in accordance with the uniform 
| practice of the Senate. 


It is the opinion of the 
Superintendent of the Public Printing; and, in 
accordance with that opinion, I understand he 
has delivered the work to the public printer. It 
is a question for him to decide, and not for the 
Senate. I think, myself, that it was inappropriate 


for the House to declare that theirs should be* 


printed by the printer of the House, because it 
was what was beyond their control, and what 
they could not do. You have a law placing that 
power in the hands of an executive officer; and 
that power he was bound to discharge under the 
sanction of an oath and under a bond. If he be- 
lieved that one printer or the other, under thelaw, 
was entitled to it, he had nothing to do but to 
discharge his duty, and to discharge it as he un- 
derstood the law. 

I have nothing further to say upon the subject. 
If the Senate shall be disposed to reconsider and 
pass the order with the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, I can only say 
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will regard it as a vote directly in opposition to 
the law. 

Mr. PRATT. While the Senator was speak- 
ing I referred to the law, and also to copies of the 
Patent Office report. To show that I was entirely 
right in the remarks which I made when I ad- 
dressed the Senate, I shall read a sentence from 
the seventh section of the law: 

‘That when any document shall be ordered to be print- 
ed by both Houses of Congress, the entire printing of such 
document shall be done by the priuter of that House which 
first ordered the same.”’ 

There is no dispute in reference to this matter, 
that the mechanical part of the report was first 
presented to the Senate, and by the Senate was 
first ordered to be printed. If, therefore, the agri- 
cultural portion of the report constitutes a part of 
the same document, the Senator concedes that it 
comes within the letter of that clause of the sev- 
enth section of the act of 1852, which I have read 
for the information of the Senate. [ hold in my 
hand the Patent Office report for 1852. Part first 
is the mechanical part, and the Commissioner 
says: 

**] have the honor to transmit to you, as required by law, 


that portion of the report of this office, for the year 1852, 
which relates to arts and manulacwres.”’ 


It is marked Document No. 55. I come to the 
agricultural portion of the same report; and the 
Commissioner goes on to say that he now has the 
honor to transmit that portion of the report relating 
to agriculture. It is marked Document No. 55, 
precisely the same as the other. 

I think, therefore, that | have stated what must 
convince every impartial mind that this is one 
report, the whole and entire report, constituting 
one and only one document; and that, under this 
clause of the act of 1852, wherever a document 
has been ordered to be printed, it is to be printed 
entirely by the printer of the House in which it 
is first ordered. ‘That is the proposition for which 
I contend: I know that the honorable Senator 
from Maine does not desire to do injustice to any- 
body; but it is a proposition which there is not a 
legal mind here—I venture to say my honorable 
friend from Michigan, who espouses the other 
side, cannot get up and say | am wrong—that 
does not see that, under this law, the printer of 
the Senate is entitled to the printing of the entire 
document. 1 know that neither my honorable 
friend from Maine nor any other Senator, desires 
to do injustice; but the effect of not agreeing to 
the dmendment suggested by the Senator from 
Pennsylvania would be illegally to deprive our 
printer of the emoluments of the office to which 
he is entitled. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to state the fact that 
while each part of the Patent Office report has the 
same number, it is only and entirely our number, 
It comes here with no earthly number upon it. 
The Commissioner of Patents communicates his 
report separately and distinctly, at two different 
times, with no number upon it. 

Mr. PRATT. But as one document. 

Mr. HAMLIN. No, sir; not as one docu- 
ment. And then numbers are placed upon them 
by the Secretary of the Senate, when he sends 
them out, simply as an arbitrary method of desig- 
nating them, not for the purpose of consolidating 
them or making them either one report or one 
document. 

Mr.STUART. I think that if I can have the 
attention of the Senator from Maryland, we shall 
not disagree about this question; certainly, | hope 
not. Iam not going to discuss the question as to 
whether this report is one or two documents. I 
will only suggest to the Senator and to the Senate, 
that it may very well be one report, and yet two 
documents, within the meaning of the law, But, 
for the purpose of my argument, that does not 
alter thequestion. 1 submit that the Superintend- 
ent of Public Printing is the agent, selected by the 
law to determine the question as to who shall do 
the printing. This being my view of the law— 
and I think the Senator himself will not dispute 
it—I submit again respectfully to the Senate that 


Ports of the heads of the different Departments ; \| that I shall make no further objection to it; but 1 || if the Superintendent disagrees with us, he will 
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It would be no excuse for him, if it did not meet 
his judgment, to say that the Senate had ordered it. 

Then, sir, how do we stand? Ejther our con- 
struction of the law is right, and the Superintend- 
ent of the Public Printing will decide it to be right, 
and will give this printing to the printer of the 
Senate, or else the construction contended for 
here is wrong, and our resolution will be disre- 
garded by the Superintendent, under his opinion 
of his duty under the law. Then how stands the 
Senate of the United States? The Superintendent 
of Public Printing is not an officer who we can 
control by our resolution. He is not an officer of 
the Senate. He is an officer of the law of the 
United States, and gives to it such construction 
as, in his opinion, the law demands. Then I ask 
Senators again, in what position will our action 
place the Senate of the United States? Why, sir, 
as seeking to control an officer over whom we have 
no control at all, and subjecting our action, there- 
fore, to be set at defiance; or, if we are right, the 
resolution wil! be no more with those words in 
than it is now. 

It seems to me that there can really be no two 
opinions about this matter; and in order that some 
Senator may answer, if he can, | will state my 
proposition again. I submit, that if the construc- 
tion of the law which is contended for by the Sen- 
ator from Maryland be the correct construction, 
this resolution now carries on its face all that it 
would carry if it were altered as suggested by the 
Senator from Pennsylvania; but if that be not the 
true construction of the law, then we subject our- 
selves to the humiliating position of having our 
resolution expressly disregarded by the Superin- 
tendent of Public Printing. In either case, the 
result arrived at, as to our action, is the same. 
The Superintendent is an officer whose action we 
cannot control. He will decide for himself as his 
oath and the law compel him to do. At best, 
then, according to the construction contended for 
by the Senator from Maryland, it is a work of su- 
ererogation to put in the words suggested; but 


. Tt 
disregard our resolution; and he ought to do so. 
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ing ordered beyond the scope of the law which | 


| regulates the public printing, or falls within it. I 


do not think it necessary to investigate the ques- 
tion now. I wish the printing done, and | wish 
it done by the officer of the Senate; and therefore 
I shall vote to direct that it be done by him. 
There is a question, however, now pending, 
Mr. President, as I have collected from some 
statements I have seen in the newspapers, with 
regard to the construction of the printing law of 
1852; and | understand the circuit court of the 


| United States for this District, upon an applica- 


tion being made to them for some process in be- 
half of the printer of the Senate, have refused to 
grant it, not upon the ground that the Superin- 


| tendent of Public Printing is, under the law, au- 


thorized to decide the questions with regard to 
printing which have created this difficulty, but 
that the ultimate power of decision belongs, under 


| the law, to the Committees on Printing of thetwo 


| Houses. 


| understand, further, that from that 


| refusal an appeal has been prosecuted to the Su- 


preme Court; so that what is the true construc- 


| tion of the law is now in a process of judicial in- 


terpretation. It may turn out that the opinion 


| that the committees of the two Houses of Con- 


gress are the ultimate authority will receive the 


' sanction of the highest -tribunal of the country, 
| who will decide that question calmly, and who 
| can have no preference or feeling in the matter. 


But, in the mean time, we propose to print this 
documet We have power, it is confessed, to 
have it printed by our own printer, and the other 
question will arise hereafter. 

Mr. PRATT. 
expense. 

Mr. STUART. 
few words; for I am reluctant to detain the Senate. 
| insist that this is the construction of the law: 


| If this body orders a certain number of documents 
| to be printed, and, in the opinion of the Superin- 


| printer, he will print them. 


if that construction be wrong, then, by adopting || 


the suggestion of the Senator from Pennsylvania, 
the Senate of the United States will have under- 
taken a business which it has no right to transact. 
Therefore, the fact whether this be one or two 
documents does not at all alter the propriety of 
changing the terms of the resolution. As [ sug- 
gested, | think it very probable that although this 
be one report, it may form two documents; but 
the Senate of the United States is not the body to 
decide that question; the law has expressly given 
its decision to another tribunal—the Superintend- 
ent of Public Printing. 


Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I intended, by | 


the vote which I[ gave upon this resolution before, 
what I intend to make manifest by the vote 
which I shall give upon the present proposition; 
that is, that this printing should be done by the 
printer of the Senate. Now, the honorable Sen- 
ator from Michigan says that we have no author- 


ity to direct the printing to be done by the printer | 


of the Senate. 

Mr. STUART. That is not precisely my state- 
ment; but perhaps the honorabie Senator did not 
hear the remarks which I made a short time ago. 
I stated that the Senate could undoubtedly order 
a document to be printed, and have it printed by 


tendent, the printing of them belongs to the House 
If this body incorpo- 


And this will not increase the | 


I will state my position in a | 


rates in a resolution additional words, that that | 


number shall be printed by the printer of the Sen- 
ate, and the officers of the Senate carry out that 
resolution, he will print them, as the printer of 
the Intelligencer might print them, or any one else 
whom we might order. Thus we shall have thirty- 
seven thousand five hundred additional documents 


| printed, and we shall have to pay for them out of 
| our contingent fund. 


Sir, we cannot change the law. Theprinter of 


| the House of Representatives and the printer of 
| the Senate have certain rights under the law, to be 
determined by the Superintendent of Public Print- | 


whom they chose; but that would be an extra | 


document, outside of the law. I said further, 
that if this document should be printed under the 
law, the Superintendent would decide who should 
have it. 

Mr. BADGER. Then I understand the Sen- 
ator concedes we have a right to direct this docu- 
ment to be printed by our printer. That being 
so, if itis the wish and intention of the Senate 
that our printer should print it, it seems to me that 
every objection to modifying the resolution, as 
proposed by the Senator from Pennsylvania, is 
gone. I take it that, if we pass this order that 
this printing is to be done by the printer of the 


Senate, it will be done by him, or it will be done | 


by nobody. I take it for granted, if we pass this 
order, the officers of this House will know thatat 
least it is not their business to dispute our author- 
ity, and the Secretary will take care that the 
printing is done by the person whom we direct 
shall do it. 

Now, sir, that is sufficient forme. The ques- 
tion may come up hereafter, whether it is print- 


ing. If weincorporate in our resolution an order 
that these documents shall be printed by the printer 
of the Herald, or the printer of the Star, or any- 
body else, we cannot take away the right which 
the law gives to the public printer. Then, if our 
officers go on and obey our resolution, the result 
is, as I said before, that we shall have an addi- 
tional number of this document. We shall have 
seventy-five thousand instead of thirty-seven thou- 
sand five hundred; and we shall have to pay for 


thirty-seven thousand five hundred out of our con- | 
tingent fund, in addition to paying for thirty-seven | 


thousand five hundred from the Treasury. It is 
therefore a mistake to say that this will not cost 
us any more. 

I take it that this position I assume cannot be 
disputed. 


the printers of both Houses. Those rights are 
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olina, and, asI understand, it was conceded b he 
honorable Senator from Michigan, ix, thar “ 
Senate have a right to order any number of oe : 
to be printed, and to direct that numb - 
to be printed by whom they please. Now th 

Senator says he number so printed under 4), 
order of the Senate would have to be paid for =e 
of the contingent fund of the Senate. The Sen ; 
tor must further concede that it is not obligator, 
upon the Senate to order any number to be printe} 
at all, and therefore if they do not take actio 

under the general power which they have under the 
law of 1852, there is nothing for the public printe 

todo. ‘They have ordered no part of the dics. 
ment to be printed which will come within tha, 
view. According tothe Senator’s own argument. 
if he is right in the law, (which I humbly tan. 
ceive he is not,) the number we order for oy. 
selves would be printed by our own printer, and 
we should have to pay for it out of this fund; but 
1 say it would not be an additional number, 

Mr. STUART. The Senator asks me to an- 
swer the argument if Ican. Now, sir, | may be 
exceedingly confident—not in my own power, by: 
in the reason of the case. I will, however, state 
my proposition in a few words; and 1 hope go 
clearly that the Senator cannot m.sunderstand me. 
The law of the United States has provided for the 
election of a public printer, and it has provided 
that when heis elected, he shall do all the printing 
for both Houses of Congress, and for the Exery- 
That is the law. That being 
the law, L ask where the power rests—in the Sep. 
ate, or the House of Representatives of the United 
States—to divert that printing to somebody else? 
Is there any such power? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Does the law say “all the 
printing ?”’ 

Mr. STUART. The law says that all the public 
printing shall be done by the public printer, and 
each House is to elect a public printer. The two 
Houses may elect the same printer, or they may 
elect different ones. If two are elected, these two 
are to do all the public printing. Now, do they 
not have a right to that printing, the moment the 
House orders any public printing, and the moment 
the Senate orders any public printing? Does it 
not go immediately to these persons under the law, 
and is there any power to divert it from them? 

Mr. PRATT. Did not the Senator concede 
that we had a right to order whomever we pleased 
to print anything ? 

Mr. STUART. 


itz 
er of eo; 
t CObleg 


I have stated my proposition 


three or four times already, but I will state it 


again, so that I cannot be misunderstood. | say, 
that if the Senate, in ordering the printing of this 
document, goes on to say that it shall be printed 
by the printer of the Senate, it is an additional 
number to be printed beyond the provisions of the 


law. If the House printer is entitled to this print- 
ing, without these words being inserted in the 


resolution, he will print these thirty-seven thou- 
sand five hundred additional copies under that 
law, and it is not in our power to prevent him. 


|Then, I say, if the Senate printer prints thirty- 


seven thousand five hundred also, he does it under 
the resolution of the Senate, and not under the 
law, and is to be paid for it out of the contingent 
fund of the Senate. It is not in the power of the 


| Senate of the United States to direct printing to 


be done by anybody else, so as to affect the rights 


of the public printers under thelaw. Suppose we 


This law, | repeat, confers rights upon | 


fixed and determined, so soon as the Superintend- || ‘ , 
| of Congress a right to print the same number, 


ent acts; and the terms of our resolutions cannot 
deprive any one of rights vested by law. If we 


| order the document to be printed, the Superin- 


| 
| 
| 


tendent determines who shall print it. We can- 
not change the law. l 
change it. 
be right, there was no necessity for our amend- 


ment to the deficiency bill. We undertook by 


order ten thousand copies of a document to be 


| printed by the printer of the New York Herald; 


the moment we order this, it gives to the printer 


because the law gives it to him. He can printit; 


he will print it; and it will be paid for out of the 


| Treasury of the United States. 
It is not in our power to | 
But if the argument of the other side | 


thatamendment so to change the law asto pay for | 


extra composition. Now we can as well change 
it, and do change it, by this resolution; and if the 
argument be sound, we do not need the concurrent 
action of the other House and the President of 
the United States at all,to change the law. That 


argument, therefore, it seems to me, cannot bear || 


examination. 


this argument, if he can. The proposition sub- 
mitted by the honorable Senator from North Car- 


| 


| medium of the 


We can have the 
same number printed by the printer of the Herald, 
and pay him for it also; and that is this case pre- 
cisely. If the officers of the Senate, as suggested 
by the Senator from North Carolina, obey our 
resolution, and have this printing done through the 
rinter of the Senate, and the 
Superintendent shall determine that he is not entl- 
tled to it, the House printer will take his pay for 


| it under the law, and will print the document. 


We cannot avoid it by any action of ours. It 18 
for this reason, and this reason alone, that I am 


| opposed to the reconsideration; for, as between 
Mr. PRATT. I wish the Senator to answer | 


these printers, I beg leave to say now, once Al" 
forever, that I have no choice at all. I care no! 
individually, who does the printing; but I have 
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ome care that we do not pay twice for printing a 


y oment when we do not intend to pay for it but || 
docume 


a GWIN. What is the resolution? Is it 
t -oposed that the printer uf the Senate shall print 
these extra numbers? aie ' 
“Mr. BADGER. The motion is to reconsider. 

Mr. GWIN. For that purpose? ; 

Mr. BRODHEAD. To make this resolution | 
read the same as the resolution of the House, only 
striking out the words ‘‘ printer of the House,” 
and inserting ‘* printer of the Senate.” 
Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, on the 31st of 
March last the Senate ordered this document, 
about which so much has been said , to be printed, 
and after that order was issued it was transmitted, | 
according to law, to the Superintendent of Print- 
ing, and handed by him to the printer of the 
House, and he has printed the document, so that 
it is entirely out of the control of the Senate. 
We have no further control over it. This is a 
notion to printan extra number of that document, 
‘h has already been priftted by the printer of 

That document has passed from the 
hands of the Senate. I[t is in the hands of the 
printer who is declared by the law to be entitled 
(qt, and he is the printer of the House. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. My friend from California, 
| think, is mistaken in regard to a matter of fact. 
The mechanical branch of the Patent Office report 
came here a long time ago, but the agricultural 
part did not come till recently, and therefore I 
take it for granted it cannot be printed already. 

Mr. GWIN. Iam not mistaken. The order || 
to print this very document was made by the 
Senate on the 3lst of March, and it is printed, 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Not for the Senate. i 

Mr.GWIN. Yes, sir, for the Senate. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I will read the resolution 
of the House: ‘* That there be printed by the 
printer of the House, one hundred thousand extra 
numbers of the agricultural report of the Com- | 
missioner of Patents,’’ &c. 

Mr. GWIN. That is an order for ‘‘ extra 
numbers.’? I spoke of the printing of the docu- 
ment—the original document. We ordered that 
to be printed on the 3lst of March. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Why, then, is this now 
proposed ? 

Mr.GWIN. It is now proposed to provide | 
for the printing of extra numbers of that docu- 
ment; butit has already been ordered to be printed, 
and is in the hands of the printer of the Elouse. 
If we order this printing to be done by any printer 
but he who has the original document to print, 
we shall have to pay both for it. The original 
document is out of our possession. It was, ac- | 
cording to law, transmitted to the Superintendent, 
and by him delivered to the printer of the House, | 
as he had a right to deliver it. The question is | 
now whether we shall print an extra number of 
that document. That is the precise question. The 
document is printed. The original was banded | 
to the printer of the House, set up, and printed, || 
and now we are asked to print an extra number | 
of that document. If we order any other printer 
to do it but the one who did the original printing, | 
we do it outside of the law, because our power is 
exhausted. The document has gone to the hands 
of the printer. We have no control over it, and 
cannot have any control over it. If we order any 
one else to do it, we pay him out of the contingent 
fund, as the Senator from Michigan says, because 
the document has passed from our control. We 
may adopt as many resolutions as we please, but | 
we cannot get hold of it, nor can the Secretary. | 
If you were to ask him for it, he would fell you 
that it had gone long ago to the Superintendent of 
Printing, and been handed over by him to the 
printer entitled to it by law. 

Mr. CASS. I wish to ask the Senator from 
California a question. He says that if we order 
this printing to be done by any one but the public 
— we must pay for it out of our own fundse 

want to know how we can order it to be printed 
by anybody else? The printing must be done by 
the public printer. If we order it to be done by 
“a else we cannot pay for it. {| 

Mr.GWIN. There are two printers, one for | 
the Senate and one for the House. | say thatif we 
order this printing to be done by any one but the | 
printer to whom the document has already been || 
transmitted by the Superintendent—the printer of || 


0 
whi 
the House 


tingent fund. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I have myself given no atten- 
tion to this question until the present moment; but 
I find by the seventh section of the act of 1852, 
it is directed, that when ‘*‘ any document shall be 
ordered to be printed by both Houses of Congress, 
the entire printing of such document shall be done 
by the printer of that House which first ordered 
the same.’’ Now, this document has been ordered 
to be printed by both Houses of Congress, as | 
understand. If so, the law is clear and unequivo- 
cal that ‘the entire printing of such document 
shall be done by the printer of that House which 
first ordered the same.’’ Until this law be re- 
pealed, I deny that either branch of Congress can 
make an order for printing which is contrary to 
its terms. I do not understand that either branch 
of Congress can repeal a law, or make an order in 
opposition to a law while that law remains in 
force. It seems to me there is no room for any 
doubt on this question. Here is a document. 
Whether it is part of one report, or part of an- 
other, itisa document. It has been ordered to 
be printed by both Houses of Congress, and the 
law declares in the most unequivocal terms, by 


_ whom the printing shall be done. The law makes 


the order as long as it stands upon the statute- 
book unrepealed; and for one I hold the supremacy 
of the law over a resolution of either branch of 
Congress. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 


| upon the motion to reconsider, resulted—yeas 21, 


nays 16; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Brodhead, Brown, 
Dawson, Fish, Foot, Gillette, Hunter, James, Jones of 
‘Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Pratt, Rusk, Seward, Sumner, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, Wade, and Weller— 
21. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Benjamin, Cass, Clay, | 


Dodge of Wisconsin, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hamlin, 
Norris, Pettit, Slidell, Stuart, Toucey, and Walker—16. 

So the motion to reconsider was agreed to; and 
the question recurred on agreeing to the resolu- 
tion, as follows: 

Ordered, That there be printed, for the use of the Senate, 
thirty-seven thousand five hundred additional copies of 
the agricultural portion of the Patent Office report, with the 


plates accompanying the same; five thousand of which shall 
be for the use of the Patent Office. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. 
resolution by inserting, after the word ** printed,”’ 
the words, ** by the printer of the Senate.” 

Mr.GWIN. Was there nota law passed at 
the last Congress, that one House should have no 
right to order the printing of a book to be paid for 
out of the contingent fund? 


Mr. BADGER. Except public documents. 


I now move to amend the 
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|! the House—we have to pay for it out of the con- 


Mr.GWIN. Can we order a public document 


to be paid for out of the contingent fund? 
Mr. BADGER. 


The provision of the act to | 


which the Senator refers, is that neither House | 
shall distribute to the member of that House any | 


priation be first made. 


| books, except public documents, unless an appro- | 


Mr. GWIN. This is a document ordered with- | 


out authority of law, if we order it to be printed 
by the printer of the Senate; and it is to be paid 
for out of the contingent fund. It is clearly out 
of the power of the Senate to order it to be done 
outside the printing act. I move to lay the reso- 


lution on the table, and 1 ask for the yeas and | 


nays on that motion. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I hope the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia will withdraw that motion. 

Mr. GWIN. 
date the Senator; but I really wish to stop debate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. [asked the Senator to with- 


I will withdraw it to accommo- | 


| draw the motion simply for this reason: I appre- | 


hend that this vote will of itself be a nullity, and | 


be treated as such by the Superintendent of Public 
Printing. 


I have no doubt he will so treat it; and | 


I have no doubt that if we do not pass the vote to | 


print the extra number, we shall not have it. If 


we pass this resolution-—which I will not vote for | 


|—ordering this additional number to be printed 


by the printer of the Senate, | apprehend the 


Superintendent of Public Printing will go on and | 


execute the ofder just so far as it is lawful; and 
where it is unlawful I apprehend he will not vio- 
late his oath of office. We have ordered this doc- 
ument to be printed. It has been sent to the Su- 
perintendent of Printing, and he has sent it to the 
printer of the House, and it has been printed. 

ow, under the law, if we pass an order for print- 
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ing the extra numbers, the printer of the House 
will get it. I have no doubt the Superintendent 
will carry out the law; therefore [ have no objec- 
uon to the resolution being passed, but I shall not 
vote for it. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope the Senator will allow the 
Superintendent to construe his own duty; and lL 
hope officers of the Government will not be in- 
vited to disregard what action may be taken by the 
Senate, or the two Houses of Congress. 

Mr. HAMLIN. | will say, then, that I under- 
stand the Superintendent to say such is his view 
of the law, and such will be his action. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Then | understand the 
Superintendent to deliver his judgment in advance, 
and have it announced here on the fluor of the 
Senate to influence our votes. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Notatcall. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I renew the motion which 
was made by the Senator from California, to lay 
the resolution and amendment on the table; and 
on that motion I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 9, nays 26; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Adams, Clay, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Nor 
ris, Pratt, Slidell, Toombs, and Walker—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Brodhead, 
Brown, Cass, Dawson, Evans, Fish, Foot, Gillette, Ham 
tin, Hunter, James, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, 


tusk, Sebastian, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, Thompson of 
Kentucky, Toucey, Wade, and Weller—26. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. PRATT. I hope the Senator from Penn- 


sylvania will consent to alter the clause giving five 
thousand for the use of the Patent Office, by re- 
ducing the number to two thousand five hundred. 
The House has already provided for giving ten 
thousand to the Patent Office. 1 do not see that 
they need fifteen thousand. 

Mr. HAMLIN. They ask for twenty-five 
thousand. 

Mr. PRATT. They might ask for one hun- 
dred thousand, but we should not be bound to give 
it to them. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Then I will moveto strike 
out five thousand, and insert two thousand five 
hundred, if that be agreeable to the Senate. 

Mr.GWIN. Letus have one amendment at a 
time. I ask for the yeas and nays on inserting 
the words proposed to be inserted by the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TOUCEY. 1! havegiven no attention to the 
controversy that has arisen, as to which printer is 
entitled to print this document. I have not investi- 
gated the subject, nor formed any opinion=pon it. 
The vote | have given, and the vote I shall give, 
is upon the ground merely that the law which we 
passed in 1852, directs, unequivocally, by whom 
every public document, ordered to be printed by 
both Elouses of Congress, shall be printed. This 
document is ordered to be printed by both Houses 
of Congress, and the law applies directly to the 
question who shall print it. 1 deny that either 
House has the power to direct it to be printed by 
any one else. When, therefore, without repeal- 
ing that law, you undertake here to authorize any- 
thing to be done which is in conflict with it, I 
think the order is without authority, and is void. 
If f am right in my premises, | think my conclu- 
sion is inevitable; and I have not understood any 
Senator to state different premises from what I 
have. For this reason, I shall vote against the 
amendment. If the amendment directs the print- 
ing to be done by the officer who is entitled to do 
the printing, it is superfluous. If it directs it to 
be done by a printer who is not entitled to print it, 
then it is in conflict with this law. Now I con- 
fess, for one, that I deem it of the highest import- 
ance, not only in Congress, but in the country, 
that the laws should be obeyed. 

The question being taken by yeas and nayson 
the amendment, resulted—yeas 23, nays 11; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Brodhead, 
Brown, Dawson, Evans, Fish, Foot, Gillette, Hunter, 
Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Pratt, Rusk, Sebas- 
tian, Seward, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, ‘Toombs, 
Wade. and Weller—23, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Cass, Clay, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, 
Hamlin, Norris, Slidell, Stuart, Toucey, and Walker—l1. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. If it be the general sense 


of the Senatethat five thousand is too large a num- 
ber to be given tothe Patent Office for distribution 
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by it, I will move to reduce the number to two 
thousand five hundred. 

Several Sewatrons. Oh, no! 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Several Senators around 
me say I had better leave it as it is; I will not, 
therefore, move the amendment. 

Mr. STUART. I should like to have the reso- 
lution amended, so as to increase the whole number 
to be printed. It was the intention, I understand, 
of the committee, if the amendment of the Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. Firzparnicr] prevailed, in- 
creasing the amount to be placed at the disposal 
of the Patent Office to five thousand, to ask that 
the whole number be increased to forty thousand. 
I move, therefore, to strike out ‘ thirty-seven 
thousand five hundred” and insert ‘‘ forty thou- 
gand,’’ 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 


The question being on the adoption of the reso- 
lution, as amended: 

Ordered, That there be printed by the printer of the Sen 
ate forty thousand additional copies of the agricultural 
portion of the Patent Office report, with the plates accom 
panving the same, five thousand of which shall be for the 
use of the Patent Office. 

Mr. BRODHEAD called for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered, and taken with the 
following result: 

YFRAS—Messers. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Brodhead, 
Brown, Dawson, Douglas, Evans, Fish, Foot, Gillette, 
Hunter, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Pettit, Pratt, 
Rusk, Seward, Sumner, ‘Thompsou of Keniucky, Wade, 
and Weller—23, 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Benjamin, Cass, Olay, Fitzpat 
rick, Hamlin, Norris, Slidell, Stuart, ‘l'’oombs, Toucey, and 
Walker—12, 

So the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

GOLD COINAGE. 


Mr. GWIN. I move to take up the bill which 
has been reported from the Committee on Finance, 
‘*to authorize the coinage of gold pieces of the 
value respectively of ten eagles a five eagles, 
and for other purposes.” [t is important that it 
should be acted upon at once. 

Mr. STUART. I hope the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia now, when we are engaged in this business 
of printing, will allow us to dispose of another 
resolution which is also pending on a motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. GWIN. We are wasting more time on 
these resolutions than they are all worth. The 
measure whjch I propose to take up is of some 
national importance to the country, and I hope the 
Senate will permit me to have it acted upon. The 
Secretary of the Treasury is anxious that it should 
be passed. 

Mr. BADGER. Will the Senator from Michi- 
gan state what resolution it is he wishes to have 
called up? 

Mr. STUART. It is in relation to the printing 
of a document called the Compendium of the Cen- 
sus. The resolution was passed by the Senate 
some three or four months since, but it has been 
tied up by a motion to reconsider. 

_Mr. GWIN. I think there will be no opposi- 
tion to my bill; and | hope it will not take ten 
minutes, 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

it provides that there may be coined and issued, 
by the Mint of the United States, or by such of 
the branch Mints as the Secretary of the Treasury 
may direct, a gold coin of the weight of two thou- 
sand five hundred and eighty grains, of the value 
of one hundred dollars, and another of the weight 
of one thousand two hundred and ninety grains, 
of the value of fifty dollars; each of which coins 
shall be of the stenderd fineness now prescribed by 
law for the gold coins of the United States, and 
shall be a legal tender, and shall be received at 
their respective values, as established by the bill, 
in payment of all dues to the United States. 

It also proposes to enact that the Director of the 
Mint, in the regulations he is authorized to make 
for the assay office in New York, shall place de- 
positors of gold bullion in that office upon the 
same footing as depositors of gold in the Mint at 
Philadelphia and branches; and that it shall be at 
the option of persons depositing gold or silver in 
bullion or in foreign coins at the assay office in 
the city of New York, to receive the Mint value 
of the same, either in refined bars or in bars made 
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either case to bear a stamp of the weight, fineness, 
and Mint value. 

It further proposes to repeal all laws heretofore 
passed which authorize any foreign gold or silver 
coins to pass current as money and to be receiva- 
ble in payment of debts. 

It provides that the Director of the Mint may, 
under such rules and regulations, and upon such 
terms and conditions as the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall prescribe, provide for striking 
medals for such States, ‘Territories, associations, 
societies, and individuals, as the rules shall in- 
clude, and the Director, under like rules and regu- 
lations, shall acquire and keep a collection of all 
medals that have been or may be struck by the 
United States, or any of the States or Territories 
of the United States, and also of all such as may 
be struck at the Mint under the provision hereof: 
Provided, That all expenses incurred on account 
of the striking of such medals shall be paid by 
the said States, Territories, associations, societies, 
and individuals respectively, for which or whom 
they may be struck. 

The bill is further designed to authorize the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate of the United States, to appoint an As- 
sistant Director of the Mint, at an annual salary 
of $2,500; and allow the clerks in the Mint an 
annual salary of $1,800 each, at3the discretion of 
the officers authorized by law to appoint, with the 
approbation of the President; and to allow to the 
clerks authorized to be employed in the branch 
Mint in California, $3,000 a year each, to take 
effect from and after the first of July, 1854. 

It also provides that all appointments of clerks 
and assistants authorized to be employed in the 
offices of the Assistant Treasurers of the United 
States, and in the offices of the Mint and branches 
shall respectively be made, with the approbation 
of the President, by the Assistant Treasurer, Di- 
rector, Superintendent, and Treasurers of the Mint 
and branches, as the case may be, whose bonds 
are held at the Treasury Department in trust for 
the proper and faithful performance of their re- 
spective duties. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Iam not disposed to give 
my vote on this bill atthis moment. It was only 
reported on the 23d of May. Itcertainly appears 
to me to bea very important bill. I have been 
looking over some of its provisions, and I find 
that it makes a great change in the public policy 
of the country; and I should like to have some ex- 


| planations of its provisions, in order to vote on it | 


understandingly. I find, for instance, that the 


sixth section proposes to repeal all laws hereto- | 
fore passed for authorizing any foreign gold or 


silver coin to be passed current as money, and be 
receivable in payment of debts. I do not know 
| for what reason the Committee on Finance has 
reported that section. I find numerous other sec- 
tions increasing the salaries of different public 
officers, making some changes in relation to the 
mode of appointment of clerks and assistants, and 
different provisions of the bill, which I have not 
yet had time even toread. The bill has only been 
five or six days printed. I am not prepared to 
vote upon itnow. If, however, the Senator from 
California can explain it, and satisfy me in relation 
to it, I shall be quite pleased to withdraw my 
request for delay. 

Mr. GWIN. All the provisions alluded to by 
the Senator from Louisiana were prepared by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and at his request ex- 
amined by the Committee on Finance, and report- 
ed unanimously by that committee. The original 
proposition referred to the committee, was only as 
to the propriety of authorizing the large coins, pro- 
vided for by this bill. That question was present- 
ed by a memorial of bankers and merchants of 
San Francisco, asking for large coins for that place. 

| The Secretary of the Treasury was of opinion 
that it was a proper time, and a proper occasion, 
to make these other and necessary alterations. 
The bill was prepared at the Department, and sent 
to the Committee on Finance, after full consulta- 
tion with the Director of the Mint. The altera- 


tions stated by the Senator from Louisiana have || 
| been fully digested by the head of the Treasury 
| Department, and approved by the Committee on 


Finance. I have no doubt that every provision in 
the bill is useful and important. There is no doubt 
that we ought to banish foreign coin from our cur- 


i q ¢ F |rency. Gold is one of the products of the coun- || 
from the identical metal without refining; but in || try.. We produce a hundred millions of gold || be suspended. 
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annually. We have Mints all over our count . 
We have enough coin of ourown. We do is 
want to drive any but foreign coinage oyt of - 
ey It is worn out, and not of its ful] valy . 
The Mint has full capacity to coin enough re re 
the uses of the country. Every provision of th, 
bill bas been carefully examined by the Secretar: 
of the Treasury, and sent to the committee {2 
their approbation. 7" 

Mr. FISH. I hope the Senator will allow thi, 
bill to go over. There are some provisions in it 
which I should like to examine; but if he does Not 
consent to have it postponed, I will now move an 
amendment to the fifth section. 

Several Members. Let the bill go over, 

Mr. GWIN. I have no objection now, 

Mr. MASON. I move that the further consi. 
eration of this bill be postponed until to-morrow 
with a view that we may proceed to the consider. 
ation of Executive business. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. [I should like to know 
whether it is to be the understanding that we 
to go on to-morrow with this bill? 

Mr.GWIN. Certainly; it will be the unfp. 
ished business. 

Mr. HUNTER. I had supposed that to-mpo,. 
row we should go on with the veto message © 

Mr.GWIN. We can go on with this bill jp 
the morning. It will not interfere with the veto 
message, of course. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business: 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 

he Senate adjourned. 


are 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, May 29, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. Wiriiam H. Mivsurn. 


The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER stated that the business first 


in order was the consideration of a resolution re- 
ported on Friday from the Joint Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. FAULKNER. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offer a resolution. 

Mr. REESE. I rise to a privileged question. 
A motion was made on the 7th of last month, by 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Haven,] to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill from the 
Senate (No. 256) * for the relief of the West Fe- 
liciana Railroad and the Georgia Railroad and 
Banking Companies’”’ was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. ! desire now to call up that 
motion to reconsider, for the purpose of having it 
acted upon by the House. My object is to have 
the bill referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia cannot take the floor from the gentleman from 
Virginia for the purpose of calling up that motion; 
not, at least, until the Chair has heard what propo- 
sition the gentleman from Virginia has to make. 


FUGITIVE SLAVE CASE IN BOSTON. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offer the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolvedy That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the facts connected with the recent 
death of James Batchelder, a deputy marshal of the United 
States, who, it is alleged, was murdered-on Fiiday !ast, 
whilst engaged in enforcing a law of the Union against ® 
violent and treasonable mob in the city of Boston; andii 
they find, as reported, that he was killed whilst in the per- 
formance of this patriotic duty, and has left a widow and 
children, that they further be instructed to report a bill 
making some proper and liberal provision for their relief. 


| Mr. DEAN. I object to that resolution. 

| Mr. FAULKNER. I move to suspend the 

rules, and call for the yeas and nays on that mo- 

; tron. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 
man from Virginia if he has any information that 
the Administration cannot execute the law? 

Mr. FAULKNER. The resolution is only 
instruct the Committee on the Judiciary to pro- 
vide for the widow and children of the deputy 
marshal who has been killed. ; 

Mr. JONES. Well, I hope the rules will not 
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Mr. GIDDINGS. If it is the intention of the 
aatieman to debate the resolution, I hope the rules 
f suspended, and that we may all have a 


the discussion. 


= — 


ve 

1 op 
The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
.. suspend the rules. 

Mr. FARLEY. I move that there be a call of 
Liouse. 

Sg LETCHER. Is that motion in order? 
The yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The SPEAKER. That does not alter the case 
at all. The House have only determined that 
when they take the question they will take it by 
yeas and nays. 

* The question was then taken on Mr. Faruey’s 
motion: and it was disagreed to. 
~ 8» the House refused to order a call. 


‘Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported back as correctly enrolled the fol- 
towing bill; which thereupon received the signa- 
ture of the Speaker: An act to organize the Ter- 
ritories of Nebraska and Kansas.]| 


w 


The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules; and there were—yeas 55, nays 
5] -as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Ashe, Barry, 


Rocock, Boyce, Bridges, Caruthers, Chastain, Chrisman, 
Cobb. Cox, Cutting, Dunbar, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, 


Etheridge, Faulkner, Florence, Giddings, Greenwood, Wi- 
ioy P. Harris, Henn, Hill, Hillyer, Roland Jones, Kerr, 
Lamb, Letcher, McDougall, McMullia, McNair, May, Mor 

ii Oliver, Orr, John Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Robbins, 
Ruffin, Seymour, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, William R. 
Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexan 
der H. Stephens, John J. Taylor, Vansant, Walbridge, 
Warren, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—55. 

NAYS—Messts. Banks, Campbel!, Chandler, Corwin, 
Cullom, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dean, Dick, Disney, 
Drum, Eddy, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Farley, 
Flagler, Fuller, Aaron Harlan, Hendricks, Johnson, George 
W. Jones, Kuox, Latham, McCulloch, Meacham, Middle- 
swarth, Smith Miller, Nichols, Norton, Parker, Peckhain, 
Pennington, Pringle, Reese, David Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, 
Sapp, Gerrit Smith, George W. Smyth, Stratton, Andrew 
Stuart, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Upham, Vail, 
Walley, Tappan Wentworth, and Yates—5l. 

The SPEAKER. No quorum voting. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. LETCHER said: In voting to suspend the 
rules, | do not mean to be understood as commit- 
ting myself in any way to the civil pension sys- 
tem, which the conclusion of the resolution indi- 
cates. I vote for it because I desire to ascertain, 
ina reliable form, the facts connected with the 
outrage. 


Mr. JONES, of Louisiana, said: On the same | 


principle upon which the gentleman from Virginia 
bases his vote [ vote aye. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE, who was not in the 
Hall when his name was called, said:, I do not 
know a resolution for which I would sooner vote. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Thinking the whole matter 
a humbug, I vote no. 

Mr. HENN. I did not hear my name called, 


and [do not know whether | was in the bar or | 


not. [ would like to vote in the affirmative. 
(Cries of ‘Agreed !’’ **Agreed !’’] 
The SPEAKER. There being no objection, 


the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Henn] will be | 


allowed to record his vote. 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire to offer a resolution. 

The SPEAKER. There is no quorum present. 

os LETCHER. I move, then, thatthe House 
adjourn. 

Mr. ELLISON. 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
motion to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is on the 
demand for tellers upon adjournment. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I called for tellers upon the 
yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. TheChairdid not recognize 
the gentleman from Indiana, nor did he hear him 
make the demand for tellers. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Is it in order now to call for 
tellers upon the yeas and nays? 

The SPEAKER. Only by unanimous consent. 
Objection was made by several gentlemen. 

Upon the motion to adjourn tellers were ordered; 
and Messrs. Campsert and Curtis were ap- 
pointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 37, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


Upon that motion I demand 


I ask for tellers upon the | 
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move that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be, unless there 
is a quorum present. The Chair will proceed to 
ascertain whether there is a quorum. 

After a count, it appeared that one hundred and 
twenty gentlemen were ascertained to be in the 
Hall. 

Mr. LETCHER. I withdraw my motion that 
the House adjourn. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness, as announced by the Chair this morning, is 
the consideration of the resolution reported by the 
gentleman from Kentucky, from the Committee 
on Printing. 

Mr. STANTON, (interrupting.) ThenI hope 
that matter will be taken up now. 

The SPEAKER, (continuing.) But notwith- 
standing the fact that that is the regular order of 
business, it is also in order to move to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
and that motion has been submitted by the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, [Mr. Housron,} 

Mr. STANTON. I was not aware, Mr. 
Speaker, that that motion had been made. 

The SPEAKER. The question immediately 
pending is the motion submitted by the gentleman 
from ‘Virginia to suspend the rules for the admis- 
sion of his resolution. 

Mr. OLDS. | rise to a privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
will state his privileged question. 

Mr. OLDS. I move that when the House ad- 
journs, it adjourn to meet on Thursday next. 

Mr. ELLISON. On that motion I call for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let me say to the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. O_ps,] and to the House, 
that a joint resolution is proposed to be introduced 
into the Senate for a final adjournment of both 
Houses on the 3d of July; and if we go away 
this week, we will only have three weeks more 
left to transact all the business before us. 

Mr.ORR. Oh, they have no notion of adjourn- 
ing at this time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If we adjourn over, the 
deficiency bill cannot be got at till next week. 

_Mr. OLDS. Well, then, I withdraw my mo- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The pending question now 
is the motion to suspend the rules. On that mo- 
tion the yeas and nays have been ordered, and 
will again be called. 

The question was then taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 50, nays (7, (the Chair 
voting in the negative, and thus making aquorum;) 
as follows: 


I call for the 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Willis Allen, Ashe, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, 
Brooks, Caruthers, Caskie, Chastain, Cobb, Cox, Cutting, 
Dunbar, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, Etheridge, Faulk 
ner, Florence, Giddings, Greenwood, Henn, Hillyer, Kerr, 
|| Lamb, Leteher, McDougall, McMullin, McNair, Maxwell, 
May, Mordecai Oliver, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, 
Powell, Reese, Robbins, Ruffin, Seymour, Shaw, Single 
ton, William R. Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander 
H. Stephens, Vansant, and Walbridge—50. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barksdale, Barry, Campbell, Chandler, 
Clark, Corwin, Cullom, Curtis, John G. Davis, Thomas 
Davis, Dean, Dick, Disney, Drum, Dunham, Eddy, Ed 
mands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Farley, Flagler Fuller, 
Goodrich, Aaron Harlan, Hendricks, Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Knox, Latham, Maurice, Meacham, Middleswarth, 
Smith Miller, Morrison, Nichols, Norton, Olds, Orr, Par 
ker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Pringle, David Ritchie, 
Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Shannon, Gerrit Smith, George W. 
Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, St:atton, Andrew Stuart, David 
Stuart, John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, 
Upham, Vail, Walley, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, 
Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and 
Yates—67. 


So the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that the rules 
be suspende|, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to inquire whether 
a motion to suspend the rules for leave to intro- 
duce a resolution would not take precedence of 


the motion to suspend the rules for the purpose of | 


going into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. Not according to the decis- 
ion of the Chair the other day, which was, that 
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Mr. MAXWELL. I desire the unanimous 

consent of the House, if the gentieman from Ala- 
bama will withdraw his motion for a moment, to 
take from the table the Senate bil! for the relief of 
J. W. Perry, for the purpose merely of having it 
referred to a committee. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Cali- 
fornia, (Mr. McDoveatr,] who was accommo- 
dating to us all last week, desires that the House 
do now gointo committee. I wish to say so to the 
House as a reason why I do not comply with the 
request of the gentleman from Florida, [Mr. Max- 
WELL. | 

The question was then taken; and the motion 
was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Bococx in the chair.) 


THE PACIFIC RAILROAD BILL. 
The CHAIRMAN, The question before the 


committee is the special order of the House, being 
House bill No. 295, entitled ** A bill for the estab- 
lishment of a railroad and telegraphic communica- 
tion between the Atlantic States and the Pacific 
ocean, and for other purposes.’”’ 

Mr. OLDS. I move that the first reading of the 
bill be dispensed with. 

It was so ordered; and the first section of the 
bill received a second reading. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Cal- 
ifornia [Mr. McDovuaatt] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DRUM. I ask the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. DRUM. With the consent of the gentle- 
man from California, I desire to make some re- 
marks to the House on the subject of the proposed 
recommendations of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to take off the duty upon salt. 

[Mr. Drum presented his remarks, consisting 
principally of statistics, which will be published 
in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. McDOUGALL said the bill before the com- 
mittee has been postponed from time to time with 
his consent; not, however, for the reason that, in 
his opinion, it was of less importance to the coun- 
try than any other measure which had been pre- 
sented to the consideration of the committee. The 
present measure was, in his judgment, and he be- 
lieved in that of the country, the most important 
one that has claimed the consideration of this 
body,in peaceful times, since the establishment of 
the Federal Constitution. He therefore asked 
a calm and just consideration of a question of the 
first magnitude, and of the greatest national im- 
portance. There was not merely a political, but 
a commercial and general necessity for this work. 

He then proceeded to state the character of the 
bill reported by the Select Committee. The com- 
mittee met fortwo months, deliberating with great 
care on this measure. The measure aterel by 
them was now under consideration. It was differ- 
ent in its features from any bill heretofore intro- 
duced in Congress in aid of the construction of a 
railroad to the Pacific. He repeated, the provisions 
of the bill, granting lands for this purpose, are 
altogether more guarded, and the interests of Goy- 
ernment more securely protected, than in any 
other bill yet presented. 

He argued to show that, even according to the 
strict construction school, grants of lands, as 
guarded in this bill, areconstitutional. It isabout 
two thousand miles from the Mississippi to the 
Pacific coast. At present, the General Govern- 
ment pays $4,000,000 per annum for the trans- 
portation of its mails, troops, and military and 
naval stores to California. The bill now under con- 
sideration proposes to perform, not on ear 
or six or nine months trips, as now, but weekly 
trips, across the continent, at a maximum expense 
of $1,200,000—for postal, military, and navai sup 
plies. This Government wi'l thus effect a great 
saving in money, to say nothing of the facilities 
afforded in the calamity of war. With the present 
means of communication, the Federal Govern- 
ment is unable to maintain or afford protection to 
the Pacific coast. If the Government means to 
protect that coast, it must build a railroad to the 
Pacific. 

He showed the commercial advantages which 
would result by the speedy conveyance of mer- 


the Chair should put privileged questions in the |; chandise from the Pacific to the Atlantic coast. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Would it be in order to |) order of the time in which they were submitted. || Seventy millions of dollars are annually lost by 
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the present devious*way to our possessions on the 
Pacific. He entered into a calculation of the ben- 
efita of a railroad to the Pacific, saying that when 
completed, there will be an immediate saving of 
over forty-eight millions of dollars per annum, 
equal to the entire annual expenditures of the 
General Government. Inconclusion, he said that 
the entire country demand the construction of this 
rond; social and political necessity demands it. 
Whether or not it shall be built by this Congress, 
the time will come when the road must be con- 
structed. 

Mr. YATES. 
desire to offer. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has not 
the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. MecDOUGALL. I yielded to my friend 
from Illinois for that purpose. 

Mr. YATES. I wish to offer an amendment, 
with a view to enable the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia to conclude his speech, and for no other 
pur ose. 

he CHAIRMAN. Underthecircumstances, 
the amendment will be received. 

It is as follows: 


I have an amendment which | 


Strike out “ fifteen,’ in the eighth line, and insert 
*€ wixteen.’’ 

Here the committee rose informally, and the 
Speaker having taken the chair, a message was 
received from the Senate by the hands of Asspury 
Dickins, Esq , its Secretary, announcing that the 
Senate had insisted on its amendments to the defi- 
ciency bill, had disagreed to the amendments of 
the House to said amendments, and asked for a 
committee of conference upon the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses. 

Mr. PHELPS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to submit a motion that the House 
insiet on its own amendments, and on its disagree- 
ment to the amendments of the Senate; and that 
a committee of conference be appointed. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. PHELPS. Oh,| hope the gentleman from 
New York will withdraw that objection. It will 
avoid the necessity which I should otherwise be 
under, of moving that the committee rise, for the 
purpose of enabling me to submit the motion. 

The objection was not withdrawn. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union then resumed its session. 

Mr. McDOUGALL took the floor. 

Mr. PHELPS. I ask my friend from Califor- 
nia to yield me the floor, that | may make a motion | 
that the committee rise. I desire, when we get 
into the House, to submit the motion which I | 
submitted informally a few minutes since. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I must decline to yield. 
I shall be through in a few moments. 

Mr. McD. then resumed, and concluded his 
remarks in favor of the bill. 

Mr. SHAW addressed the committee on the 
subject of the distribution of the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands, and replied to the re- 
marks heretofore delivered by his colleague, [Mr. 
Rogers,] which he said contained many untenable 
propositions. In much, however, of what ha 
colleague said in regard to the common and equal 
right of all the States to the public domain, he fully | 
concurred, 

He knew that at a former period a claim was 
set up in favor of the new States to all the public 
lands within their limits. That claim, however, 
met with but little favor, even from the new 
States; and he was sure there was no gentleman 
here who would controvert the proposition that 
the public lands of this country are the common 
property of all the States, and should be disposed 
of for the common benefit of all. 


He then contended that Congress, under the | 


Constitution, possessed no power to dispose of 
the public lands, only so far as it could dispose of 
money taken from the Treasury, to carry outany 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of those legitimate purposes which the Constitu- | 


tion has authorized Congress to accomplish, and 
no more. 


{His speech will be found in the Appendix.] 


| 
j 
| 
i 
| 


Mr. SMITH, of New York, obtained the floor, | 


and said that he proposed to speak against the 
Pacific railroad bill, but as it was late, preferred 
that the committee should rise. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania. Then I sub- | 


mit the motion that the committee rise. 


The question was taken; and the motion was | 


agreed to. 


| 





The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
committee [Mr. Bocock) reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, had, 
according to order, had the state of the Union gen- 
erally under consideration, and particularly House 
bill No. 295, being a bill to establish the Pacific rail- 
road, &c., and had come to no resolution thereon. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. PHELPS. I obtained the floor for the 
purpose of moving that the House insist upon its 
disagreement to the amendments of the Senate to 
the deficiency bill; and as the Senate have ap- 


pointed a committse of conference upon their | 


part, also to move that acommittee of conference 
be appointed on the part of the House. 

No objection being made, the motion was 
agreed to. 

RESOLUTIONS FROM NORTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. ASHE. I ask the consent of the House to 
present some resolutions, in order that they may 
be laid upon the table and printed. 

The SPEAKER. Are they resolutions from 
the State Legislature of North Carolina? 

Mr. ASHE. ‘They are not, but from a con- 
vention held in North Carolina. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would ask the 
gentleman if they are resolutions passed by a con- 


vention authorized by law, or of a political con- | 


ventions: 

Mr. ASHE. They were passed by a conven- 
tion representing a majority of the people of North 
Carolina. I received them from the Governor of 
that State, accompanied by a request that | would 
present them to the House for consideration. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This is not usual, I 
think, unless the resolutions come from some State 
Legislature, or a convention called by authority of 
law in some State. This, it seems, was a volun- 
tary meeting, and was not authorized by law. 

Mr. ASHE. It was not authorized by law. 

Mr. JONES. Then I object to the reception 
of the resolutions. 


BRIG GENERAL ARMSTRONG. 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, by unanimous consent, 
reported the following bill; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of the claimants of the pri- 
vate-armed brig General Armstrong. 


ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. I ask the unanimous 
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consent of the House to offer the following reso- || 


lution: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the President 


of the Senate,.and the Speaker of the House of Representa 


tives, adjourn their respective Houses sine die on Monday, | 


the 3d of July next, at twelve o’clock, m. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. 
rules to enable me to offer the resolution; but I 
will not ask for a vote upon that motion now, as 
there is such a thin attendance of members. 

The SPEAKER. The motion willbe entered. 

Mr. JONES. 
adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Thursday 
next. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 
nays on that motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Why, you will not have 
a quorum here to-morrow. 

ir. JONES, of Tennessee. 


I object. 


I demand the yeas and 


on Wednesday, it will be till Thursday morning, 


at eight o’clock, and that it will then adjourn until | 


Monday next. 

Mr. é 
there will be no quorum here to-morrow. 

Mr. JONES. I think there will. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I know a dozen members 
who are going away to-night. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. 
the yeas and nays. 
Th 


e question was then taken on Mr. Camp- | 


BELL’s motion; and it was disagreed to. 
The question recurring on Mr. Jones’s motion, 
| it was put; and decided in the affirmative. 


I move to suspend the 


I move that the House do now 


I move that when the | 


I would remind | 
the gentleman from Ohio that the House has al- | 
ready adopted a resolution that when it adjourns | 


AMPBELL. Bat itis very evident that | 


I withdraw the call for || 





_____ May 30, 


And thereupon (at half past three o’clock 
m.) the House adjourned until ; 
twelve o’clock, m. 





to-morrow at 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, May 30, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Wituiam H. Mirsvrn. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


WASHINGTON AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD 


Mr. FOOT. Lask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to permit me at this time to introduce 
a bill, of which I have not given notice, | will 
state the object of the bill, and then I presume 
there will be no objection to its introduction, The 
Legislature of Virginia, at its recent session in- 
corporated a company for the purpose of construct. 
ing a railroad from Alexandria, in that State, to 
this city, upon the plan of Colonel French. The 
object of this bill is to authorize this company to 
extend their road into the cities of Georgetown 
and Washington, under such rules, regulations 
and prescriptions as the municipal authorities of 
those cities may prescribe. 

There being no objection, leave to introduce the 
bill was granted, and it was read a first and second 
time by its title, ** A bill authorizing the exten. 
sion of the Alexandria and Washington railroad 
into the District of Columbia,” and referred to 
the Committee for the District of Columbia. 


PENSION FOR SERVICES IN EXECUTING THE 
FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 


Mr. ADAMS. I wish now to introduce a res- 
olution which I intended to introduce yesterday 
morning, and should then have brought forward 
but for the press of business urged upon us by 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance. ] 
offer the resolution now. If there be any objec- 
tion of course it will lie over. The resolution is: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law a suitable 
pension for the support of the widow and children, if any, 
of the late James Batchelder, of Massachusetts, who was 
killed while assisting the marshal of the United States, for 
that State, in executing an act of Congress.’’ 


Mr. SUMNER. Let it lie over. 

The PRESIDENT. Objection being made to 
the consideration of the resolution, it must lie over 
until to-morrow. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE NAVY. 


Mr. MALLORY. I designed this morning 
to ask the Senate to indulge me with taking up, 
during the morning hour, the bill for the organiza- 
tion of the Navy. The honorable Senator from 
New York, [Mr. Fisu,] however, informs me that 
he has some amendments to propose, which will 
be ready to-morrow. I therefore now give notice , 
to the Senate that I shall ask, during the morning 
hour to-morrow, to take up that bill. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of inhabitants 
of West Unity, Ohio, praying a reduction of the 
rates of ocean postage to two cents; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of citizens of New York, pray- 


| ing the recognition of the independence of the Re- 


public of Liberia; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented a letter of F. 
W. Lander, late locating and estimating engineer 
under Governor Stevens in his exploration of 4 
route for a railroad to the Pacific, accompanied by 
resolutions of the Legislature of Washington Ter- 
ritory, in favor of an _— to compensate 
him for service rendered by him distinct from 
that required of him by Governor Stevens; which 
was referred to the Select Committee on the sub- 
ject of a railroad to the Pacific. 

Mr. PRATT presented the petition of Jane 
Moore, widow of Captain Stephen H. Moore, 
praying to be allowed a pension; which, together 
with certain papers on the files of the Senate in 
regard to the subject, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, it was 


Ordered, That the documents relating to the claim of 
William Pumphrey, legal representative of Jacques Mou- 
lon, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
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On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 

That the petition of Rebecca J. Birdsall be 

irawn from the fies of the Senate, and referred to the 
e on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SLIDELL asked and obtained the unani- 
consent of the Senate to introduce a bill 
¢ to the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, 
| Alabama, the right of way and a donation of 
; « lands, in aid of the construction of a rail- 
a vom New Orleans to Mobile; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


GOVERNOR RAMSAY. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. I am instructed toask the 
Senate to take up for consideration the resolution 
supmitted by me in relation to printing certain 
dditional documents in the case of Governor 
Ramsay. The Senator from Michigan, {Mr. 
SrvarT,}] who objected to its consideration at that 
is now satisfied of the propriety of printing 
the documents. 

The Senate proceeded to consider Cag resolution; 
and it was adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, That in addition to the documents in the case 

\lexander Ramsay, late Governor of the Territory of 
Minnesota, ordered to be printed on the 8th instant, all the 
naners on file, as well as the correspondence between the 
commissioners and the First Comptroller, be printed with 
Executive Document No. 61 of the present session. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the petition of Michael 
Hanson, praying to be allowed a pension, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his re- 
lief; which was read, and passed to a second read- 
ing. The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill from 
the House of Representatives, to provide for the 
extinguishmentof the title of the Chippewa Indians 
to the lands owned and claimed by them in the 
Territory of Minnesota and State of Wisconsin, 
and for their domestication and civilization, re- 
ported it back without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorials of Overton Love 
and John Guest, of the Chickasaw nation, pray- 
ing remuneration for property taken by white 
persons within the jurisdiction of that Territory, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for their 
relief; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a petition of the Lutheran Synod of 
Missouri, Ohio, and other States, praying that a 
grant of land may be made to the head of every 
family of Chippewa Indians residing in Michigan, 


Ordered, 


\“ 


f 


ume, 


and an appropriation for the support of schools | 


among said Indians, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration, on the ground that the 
prayer of the petition will be attained in the con- 


templated treaty with the Chippewa Indians; 
which was agreed to. 


CHARLES D. ARFWEDSON. 
On the motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the bill in 


favor of Charles D. Arfwedson was read a second 
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eight months and twenty-nine days; for which | 
his compensation, at the usual rate of $4,500 per 
annum, would amount to the sum of $3,362 50. 
In the general civil and diplomatic appropriation 
act of August 3], 1852, provision was made for 
the payment of half that sum, leaving $1,681 25 
still due, for which he now appeals to Congress. 

When this application was before the commit- 
tee during the last Congress, it was believed that 
the consul feés, together with the amount then 
allowed, would be equivalent to the full compen- 
sation of a chargé, and hence the whole was not 
then allowed. But it now appears, from a cer- 
tificate of the memorialist, that the whole amount 
of consular fees received by him from the Ist of 
April, 1849, to the Ist of April, 1850, was but 
$89 75—a sum believed to be barely adequate to 
cover the expenses of the consular office itself. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. | 

Mr. HAMLIN. I learn that what I said yes- 
terday in the Senate, in relation to the Superin- 
tendent of Public Printing, was misapprehended, 
I think by several Senators, and [ ask the indul- 
gence of the Senate to say a word as to how, pre- 
cisely, | meant to be understood. It had been 
stated in the Senate, by several Senators, that the 
Patent Office report had been referred to the Su- 
perintendent of Public Printing, and that, under 
the law, he had already decided to which printer 
it belonged. 1 so stated; I think the Senator from 
California so stated; and I think others so stated. 
When I made the remark that if any action of 
the Senate should be had it was the understanding 
of the Superintendent gf Public Printing, that it 
would be his duty to act in accordance with the 
law, | meant to say only that such had been his 
decision. I did not mean to be understood as 
having any conference—as I had not—with him, 
in relation to the particular subject which was then 
before the Senate. But whilst | was a member of 
the Committee on Printing, I knew that he had 
carefully examined the subject, and after mature | 
deliberation had come to the conclusion that such 
was the law. WhatI meant to say was simply 
that, acting under the law, in his judgment, and 
under his oath of office, such must necessarily be 
the direction which he would give it. 

Mr.GWIN. I did not yesterday state that he | 
so decided. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I stated so. 

Mr. GWIN. [asserted the fact that the Patent | 
Office report had gone from his hands. I did not 
know what his decision was. I took it for granted 
it had gone there according tolaw. I know noth- | 
ing of his action at all, except what I heard from | 
Senators. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


A message was received from the House of | 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they had insisted on their amend- 
ments, disagreed to by the Senate, to the Senate 
amendments to the bill of the House to supply 


| deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of | 


| the fiscal year ending June 30, 1854; had adhered | 


time, and considered as in Committee of the | 


Whole. 


It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay to Charles D. Arfwedson, late consul 
of the United States at Stockholm, $1,681 25, in 
full for the balance of compensation due him as 
acting chargé d’affaires of the United States near 
the court of Sweden, from the 24th of July, 1849, 
to the 22d of April, 1850. 


d’affaires of the United States to Sweden, he was 
directed by the Department of State to place the 
legation in the hands of the United States consul 
at Stockholm, In compliance with that direction 
Mr. Ellsworth transferred the legation to Mr. 
Arfwedson, on the 24th of July, 1849. From 
that time until April 22, 1850, when Mr. Schroe- 
ver entered upon the functions of the office, Mr. 
Arfwedson, in conformity with repeated instruc- 
tions from the Department, corresponded with the 

wedish Government and his own, upon diplo- 


Upon the recall of Mr. Ellsworth, late chargé 


matic subjects of a delicate nature, and in a man- | 


- entirely satisfactory to his Government, and 
us Services during that period were of great value 
to the interests of his own Government. 


' son for offering this resolution. 


to their disagreement to certain amendments of the | 
Senate; had agreed to a committee of conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses; and had 


| appointed Mr. Puerrs, Mr. Cuanpier, and Mr. | 
| Lercuer, managers on their part. 


| 
ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 
On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate pro- | 
ceeded to the consideration of the following reso- 
lution submitted by him yesterday: 
Resolved, (the House concurring,) That the President of 
the Senate, and the Speaker of the Honse of Representa- 
lives, adjourn their respective Houses sine die on Monday, 
the 3d of July next, at twelve o’clock, m. | 
Mr. GWIN. I will state very briefly my rea- 
It is my opinion 
that we can dispose of all the business that is now | 
before the Senate and the other House, which is | 
required to be acted upon during this session, by 
the time mentioned in the resolution. So far as the | 


| Senate is concerned, I believe there are but two 


uestions which will lead to any lengthened debate. 

hose are the Pacific railroad bill and the home- | 
stead bill. Those two questions will take several | 
days in the discussion of each. Following them | 
will be the appropriation bills. It seems to me 
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Houses will go to work in earnest, and we shall 
dispatch the business by the time fixed. As a 
member of this body, 1 am anxious to bring the 
session to a close at as early a day as possible. 
No two Senators, I suppose, have more business 
before Congress than my colleague and myself; but 
Iam clearly of opinion that the interests of the 
country can be properly taken care of by fixing 
the day of adjournment proposed in my resolu- 
tion, if the two Houses will apply themselves 
assiduously to their duties. I hope, therefore, the 
resolution will meet the approbation of the Senate, 

Mr. BELL. I woebl inquire of the Senator 
from California, if he has any information which 
satisfies him that there will be no bill makin 
appropriations for the improvement of rivers on 
harbors during this session of Congress? 

Mr. GWIN. When I spoke of the appropria- 
tion bills, | presumed that that bill would be oneof 
them, though I have no knowledge of the fact. I 
said that the important measures to be disposed 
of were the Pacific railroad bill, the homestead 
bill, and the appropriation bills. I do not know 
whether the river and harbor bill will be one of 
the appropriation bills or not. I do not know 
whether ithas been reported or not. | meant, how- 
ever, to include all appropriation bills. 

Mr. DAWSON. I was going to propose, by 
way of amendment, in connection with this mat- 
ter, that we adjourn on the first Monday in July 
until thesecond Monday in October. That would 
be the better plan. By doing so, we should avoid 
the pressure of the heat here during the months 
of July and August, and would come back in the 
pleasant months of October and November, and 
transact the public business. I think we should 
do it more satisfactorily in that time than we can 
by hurrying matters now. I therefore propose 
that we amend the resolution by adding the words 
‘* from the first Monday in July until the second 
Monday in October.”’ 

Mr. EVANS. Say the third Monday in Oc- 
tober. Our elections in South Carolina come off 
on the second Monday. 

Mr. DAWSON. t will say the third Monday 
in October, if it be more acceptable. It would be 
more convenient for us all; for we discover that 
it is almost impossible on a hot day to keep this 
body together, and no great measure can be dis- 
cussed thoroughly and a vote upon it fairly had. 

Many of our members are old and distinguished 
statesmen of the United States, and it is wrong to 
oppress them during these hotmonths. ([Laugh- 
ter.) The younger men of us can stand it pretty 
well; but I think it is due to the interests of the 
country, and due to our own health,that we should 
pursue the course I have suggested. I have con- 
versed with a great many Senators upon the sub- 
ject. All seem exceedingly to desire it. They 
think it will best subserve the interests of the 
country; and they have come to the conclusion, 
that the plan that | have suggested in their behalf, 
and my own, would be the better one. I therefore 
hope the Senator from California will accept my 
proposition, and that we may agree unanimously 
to the resolution as amended. It would suit the 
convenience of nine tenths of both branches of 
Congress. 

M:.GWIN. My object is to bring about an 
adjournment on the first Monday in July. The 
distance which the members from California are 
from home is well known; and it is important that 
we should be at home at as early a period as pos- 
sible. Iam very willing, if it is agreeable to the 
Senate, to accept the amendment of the Senator 
from Georgia, to adjourn from the first Monday 
in July to the third Monday in October. That 
would give us some time to be at home. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Like the young Senator 
from Georgia, I join with the other young mem- 
bers of the Senate, in generously tendering this 
amendment for the benefit of the older ones. 
|Laughter.] I think weshall gain by adjourning 
through the hot weather, until it shall become so 
pleasant that we can come here and sit for a 
proper length of time, in the transaction of the 
public business. This is not a new idea, sir. 
Congress has made various attempts similar to 
what is now proposed. 

Many years ago, it was so apparent to gentlex 
men here, that during the long sessions, in the 
heat of the year, members of Congress were not 


| able to perform their duty as they wished to do, 
He acted as chargé d’affaires for a period of \| that if we fix a day of adjournment now, the twa |! and that the short seesion was too short, that an 
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attempt was made to equalize the sessions. In 
consequence of a difference between the Execu- 
tive and Congress on that occasion, the bill for 
that purpose was vetoed; but there was a general 
and almost universal sentiment that the short ses- 
sion should, in some way, be made longer, and 
the long session in some way madeshorter. This 
will effect that object. It will bring Congress to- 
gether at a time of the year when it can act best; 
and { trast it will meet with general approbation. 
I am decidedly in favor of it, und hope that it will 
be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will suggest 
whether it is not necessary, to effect the object, to 
propose a joint resolution. 

Mr. TOOMBS. ‘This is a joint resolution. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. If we adjourn on the day 
indicated by the Senator from California, the first 
Monday of July, I take it for granted, we shall 
consider no other than the appropriation bills, 
and that the homestead bill and the Pacific rail- 
road bill, will, of course, go over. I am willing 
that they should go over, not only until October, 
but that they should be postponed indefinitely. 1 
take it for granted, in view of the condition of 
business in the House of Representatives, that 
that body will have quite enough to do, and so 
shall we, to properly consider the several appro- 
priation bills. 

If we are to consider, during this session, the 
Pacific railroad bill, we had better consider it in 
October, because then we shall have the reports 
of the different surveying parties fully before us. 
That might be an additional reason for adjourning 
to meet again in October. 1 confess I, for one, 
would like to avoid, if | could, the necessity of re- 
maining here during the months of July and Au- 
gust; but I am quite convinced that if we consider 
all the measures indicated by my friend from Cal- 
ifornia we must, of necessity, remain here at any 
rate until the first of September. For several years 
past we have not been able to adjourn until August. 

Mr. GWIN. I differ entirely from the honor- 
able Senator from Pennsylvania. He is an oppo- 
nent of these two great measures, and I have no 
doubt he goes for an adjournment, to put them 
off. I entertain a different opinion from him. I 
believe they both can be considered by the time I 
have indicated. I have no doubt about that, if 
we fix the day of adjournment. But I am not 
going to be drawn into an argument. I think we 
ought to adjourn by that time. The oldest mem- 
bers of this body know the fact, that legislation 
done in the summer months is of a most imper- 


feet character. 1 hope the resolution will be 
adopted. 
The PRESIDENT. The resolution, as pro- 


posed to be amended, will be read. 

it was read, as follows: 

Resolved, (the House concurring,) That the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives adjourn their respective Houses on the first Monday 
in July until the third Monday in October next. 


Mr. PETTIT. Iam as desirous to terminate 
this session of Congress as any Senator can be. 
My action here has shown it. The Senate has 


never been without a quorum on my account. I | 


have not spent a day absent from here since the 
session commenced. If it can be shown that the 
— and legitimate business of the country can 

e done by the first Monday of July, I shall be 
willing to adjourn. But whatare the probabilities? 
You have before you an amount of business twice 
as large as all that we have accomplished so far. 
You have before you the veto message of the 
President of the United States upon the indigent 
insane bill, which we seem to be very loth to get 
at. That will necessarily occupy considerable time 
in its discussion. You have the Pacific railroad 
bill, which will occupy more time than remains 
from this until the 3d day of July in its discus- 
sion in the two Houses. The Senator from Cal- 
ifornia shakes his head; but when he hears the 
bill discussed, he will find itso. You have the 
homestead bill—in my judgment a very important 
matter—not only to be discussed, but to be dis- 
posed of. You have various other bills. 
anticipated at the opening of this session that the 
whole tariff policy of the country would undergo 
a revision at this session. It is so expected by 
some Senators yet. I know not how the com- 
mittee on that branch of the public service is get- 
ting along. I do not pretend to know. I am 


It was | 


waiting their action to know their report and rec- || lic business by coming to a determinati 
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ommendation. I understand it is yet to come up 
to be acted upon. There is an immense amount 
of Jevitimate public business, therefore, not to say 
anything about the private business on your Cal- 
endar, and it is every day becoming accumulated 
and increased. 

You propose now ina day or two to adjourn 
over for the purpose of renovating the Hall, taking 
up the carpets, and putting down matting; and, to 
my judgment, there will be no business of any 
consequence transacted until next Monday week, 
in the Senate or House. ‘To-day and to-morrow 
may be dwindled away as though in session, but 
really little or no business will be done. You will 
then be advanced into June sometime before you 
are ready to commence business in earnest again. 
You will have less than a month to transact all 
this business in; and what will be the result? We 
leave the country with business merely blocked 
out, and not completed; not an expression of their 
representation in the two Houses upon the various 
questions of public importance will be had. To 
my judgment, this question ought to be postponed 
until we shall have had this renovation done— 
everybody understands it is to be done—and have 
come back again a little renovated. 
siny here myself. I understand others are going 
away. Some have already started. We shall 
then better be able to judge how soon we can get 
through with the public business, If it can be 
done in a day, 1 say again | shall be glad to see 
it so disposed of; but all experience shows us that 
it cannot be so done. It may be the convenience 
of Senators—no less, perhaps, mine than others— 
to go home, and be in our respective States for a 


while; but, sir, | am not disposed to quit or aban- | 
don a trust confided to me here, however short it 

may be,or abandon the faithful fulfillment or per- | 
formance of it during the time that it may last, | 
with the hope, or even with the certainty, thatits | 
abandonment here would secure a perpetuity or | 
I think the public | 
service requires that we should not take this pre- | 


continuance of that position. 


cipitate step now; and | therefore move to post- 
pone the further consideration of the resolution 
until next Monday week. 

Mr. GWIN. Ihave but a few words to say 
in reply to the Senator from Indiana. In regard 
to the dispatch of the public business, it is well 


known that four years ago, a question similar to | 
one which has been discussed this session in both | 


branches of Congress, was under discussion for 


months; and it was finally decided about the 9th | 


day of September. It occupied the whole atten- 
tion of Congress up to that period; and in three 
weeks following that, we dispatched the public 
business, adjourned, and went home. Now, we 
have got through a similar question, which ab- 
sorbed the whole time of Congress during its dis- 


cussion, and it has passed at an earlier period than | 


the other was disposed of four years ago; and I pro- 
pose to givea sufficient time for a discussion of the 
questions that it is necessary for us to act upon. 
We know the homestead bill has been discussed 
here for years past; and it has been finally acted 
upon by one House. We know that the Pacific 
railroad bill was last session discussed elaborately 
in this body, and was very near passing then. 
These questions are all before us and ready for 
our action; and if we will apply ourselves to busi- 
ness assiduously, | have nota solitary doubt that 
we can dispatch every one of those measures in 
which the country is deeply interested before the 
day | indicate. 

But the Senator seems to have forgotten the fact 
that, by the proposition of the Senator from Geor- 


gia, we shall have a considerable time before the | 


meeting of the next session of Congress to dis- 
patch the business that may go over the 3d of 
July. And, Mr. President, it 1s well known that, 
according to the rules of the two Houses of Con- 
gress, what we do not act upon now comes up in 
order at the next session, as if we had not ad- 
journed at all; so that we have continuously 
before us from this to the 3d of March, with a 
short interval of time, to dispatch the public bus- 
iness which is before the two Houses of Congress; 
and as it is the experience of members of this 
body, and of the other House, that in the midst 
of the summer months the discharge of business 
is very onerous and oppressive, if not dangerous 
to the health, it seems te me we shall be econo- 
mizing the public time, and dispatching the pub- 





I expect to | 





now. 


ae May 30, 
as to when we shall adjourn. I oppose hee, 


tion to postpone; and hope we shall have Vot 
bte 
now. 


Mr. PRATT. I do not claim to belono , 
that senior class of Senators referred to | es 
friend from Georgia; nor do I claim, thereon! 
the necessity of an adjournment during the -. 
weather on my own account; but I differ ent a 
from my friend from Indiana (Mr. Pepryy) ; 
supposing it would be injurious to determine now. 
ere we are to determine at all, upon a setent 

y experience has been that, when we know ss 
are to adjourn ata particular day, every one will 
set to work to get passed those measures which 
in his judgment, are most important to the country. 
{t is palpable to us all, from our experience hith. 
erto, that we shall get through a greater portion 
of business by having some day fixed, than we 
shall if no day is fixed. Witness the short seg. 
sions of Congress. It is known to you that then 
very much fewer days are lost in idle discussion 
very much fewer days are lost in the discussion of 
questions not of great national importance than 
are lost darge the long sessions. 

Mr. President, thereare many measures of deep 
interest to be acted upon now. Among them js 
the homestead bill; and my object in rising js tg 
give notice to the Senate, and that it may go tothe 
country, too, that my honorable friend from Geor. 
gia has prepared an amendment to that bill which 
will probably meet the sanction of the Senate, as 
I am sure it will meet with the sanction of the 
country, if any homestead bill is to be passed gt 
all. By his amendment he proposes to give one 
hundred and sixty acres of the public lands to every 
free white male citizen of the United States above 
the age of twenty-one years. That is in lieu of 


| the homestead bill which is now pending. It is one 


of equality. It is one of justice. It is oneto which 
no man on earth can object on constitutional 
grounds, because it distributes to the people of the 
country the lands which belong to them. My 
principal object in rising was to give that notice 
to the Senate. 

Mr. DAWSON. I beg to say to my friend 
that I had intended to add the widows. [Laughter.| 

Mr. PRATT. I had some objections to wid- 
ows. [Laughter.] However, I hope the vote will 
be taken at once on this resolution. Its postpone- 
ment to Monday week will only result in discus- 
sion then on a further postponement, or, if it is 
the opinion of the Senate that we ought to have 
a recess, we should decide now when that recess 
is to take place. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. AnxiousasI am foran early 
adjournment, I cannot vote to fix the time at so 
short a distance off as would render it improbable 
that we could dispose, not only of the appropria- 
tion bills properly, but also of the homestead and 
the Pacific railroad bills. I think we ought to 
make our calculations with reference to getting 
through with those two great measures. The 
shortest time that will enable us to accomplish 
these two objects will suit my purpose; but can- 
not fix so short a time as the 3d of July. 

I will also remark that it has been my purpose, 
and I will be ready by to-morrow or next day to 
bring forward a bill to fix the annual meetings of 
Congress on the first Monday of October, instead 
of the first Monday of December, as a permanent 
law of the land, in order to more nearly equalize 
the length of the two sessions, making the short 
session five months instead of three months, as It 
now is, and as a consequence, that will bring the 
vacation in the heat of summer. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Does the Senator recollect 
that, some years ago, a proposition somewhat 
similar was brought forward, and that President 
Jackson vetoed it on the ground which the honor- 
able Senator has stated? I make the suggestion 
to the Senator, that he may look to the act of that 
day. : 

Mr. DOUGLAS. We may omit that question 
I thought, as we were now speaking of & 
definite adjournment, I would give notice that I 
intended to bring forward a general law upon that 
subject. In reference to the present adjournment, 
I hope that we will either give this resolution the 


| go PY for the present, or else fix a time which we 
| will be 


sure will give us a sufficient opportunity 
for passing the great measures to which I have 


alluded. 
Mr. ‘TOOMBS. I am much in favor of an early 


on at once || day for ouradjournment, and unless weappoint & 
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ee 


tay certain, we shail make but small progress in 
¥ business duringthe summer. 1! do not 
ss the proposition to take a recess until October, 
sil less the proposition of the Senator from 
to lengthen the short session, unless his 
wed bill will also limit the long session. 
envth of our sessions is becoming a great 
evil to persons in the public service. The doors 
- Congress are fast becoming like (Virgil, | think, 
iescrives) the gates of hell—forever open. If we 
could fix the duration of both sessions of Congress 
within reasonable limits, we should have sufficient 
nieasant weather in which to transact the neces- 
sary public business. We do the business of the 
eountry, sit, as well during the short session as 
the long session. From my experience here, I 
i think it is rather better done at the short session. 
| am satisfied that four months would be suffi- 
cient to enable us to do the business at each ses- 
sion, and that would bea great relief to those 
who have anything to do when they are at home. 
As to meeting again In October, however, I think 


that would be too soon. If we take a recess at 


1D 
uv 


nd st 


{\linows 


business athome. Coming here again in October, 
[ think, would not suit many of us. | am dis- 
posed to fix the earliest day possible for the ad- 
journment, and if I cannot get the first Monday 
in July, | will take the third Monday in July or 
the first Monday in August. ‘That would give us 
ample time; but when we adjourn | want to ad- 
journ to the time fixed by law—the first Monday 
in December. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I shall favor 
the motion made by the Senator from California, 
but | suggest to him that he say the second Mon- 
day in July. That will give us a full month for 
the transaction of business. ‘The criticism made 
by the Senator from Indiana, (Mr. Pertit,] | 
think is correct; with the resolution as it stands, 
there will be something less than a month left to 
us. The Senator from California says he is willing 
to make his resolution read ‘* the third Monday 
of July.”” That is ample time for us—there is 
no question of it—to get through with the whole 
business. It is ample time for us to consider the 
homestead bill, for the simple reason that, having 
passed the House of Representatives, it is now in 
this body; and in this body we have, and always 
shall have, more leisure, from the organization of 
the body, than they have in the House, to con- 
sider such a measure. If the House can get 
through with the appropriation bills, we can get 


we ought to have some time to attend to our | 


through with the homestead bill also. The appro- | 


priation bills will not be here until the last mo- 
ment; so that we shall have plenty of leisure time 
between now and the third Monday in July. But 
for an evidence of our ability to get through with 
our business, and of a fact which is familiar here 
without evidence—that is, that when a day is 
fixed we always work up to that day, and that we 
have worked up to it suecessfully heretofore—we 
have but to refer to the periods of adjournment of 
preceding Congresses. 

In 1838, which was the Twenty-Fifth Congress, 
they adjourned on the 9th of July. In 1840, 
which was the Twenty-Sixth Congress, they ad- 
journed on the 2] st of July; and all the business 
was done in those years of the same character 
which we are required to do this year. We are 
now without any great absorbing, leading, na- 
tional question that is to consume much time in 
debate. In 1842, the Twenty-Seventh Congress, 
they adjourned on the 3lstof August. The cause 
of that is well known. The bank questions were 
up then, during Mr. Tyler’s Administration; and 
that was the cause of that extraordinary long ses- 
sion lasting until the 3lst of August. The tariff 
of 1842 was passed, also; and that aided in keep- 
ing Congress in session till so late a period. In 
1844, the Twenty-Eighth Congress, they ad- 
journed on the 17th of June—absolutely on the 
lith of June! We propose now to give the ad- 
ditional time until the third Monday in July, if gen- 
tlemen do not prefer a shorter period. In 1846, 
the Twenth-Ninth Congress, they adjourned on 
the 10th of August. In 1848, the Thirtieth Con- 
gress, they adjourned on the 14th of August. In 
1850, the Thirty-First Congress, which was the 
compromise Congress, they were kept here until 
the 30th of September. Thecause of that is well 
known, The compromise question consumed all 
the time, occupied the minds of all, and kept us here 


’ 
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compromise were not taken until the month of 
September. ‘The last Congress, in 1852, sat here 
unul the 3ist of August. That was an unsually 
long time. 
thatextraordinary delay. Itarose simply because 
the ume was not fixed atan earlierperiod. They 
might just as well have adjourned a month or two 
months sooner, as to have delayed it to the length 
of time they did. 

Now, if it be a pleasure to stay here through 
the dog-days, let it be so voted; let us stay. but 
the proposition made by the Senator from Cali- 
fornia concedes even to those who desire to stay 
here to the 3ist of August, if necessary, all the 
time they want. There will be a delay of a very 
short time because we shall, under that resolution, 
commence again on the third Monday of October, 
and run on until the first Monday in December, 
when the regular sessioncommences. Some may 
make an objecuon to one session being thus 
broughttorun intoanother. The period of the year 
during which the resolution proposes we shail sit 
is better for the health of those who are here, as 
well as for the business of the country, than the 
months of July and August; and as to one ses- 
sion running into another, it is no objection. ‘That 
is practically the case now; for there 1s a joint 
rule of the two Houses which declares that the 
business which is not disposed of at the long ses- 
sion, shall stand over to the short session, and take 
the position on the Calendar of the second session 
which it had on the first. 

1 would, sir, support the very shortest time of 
adjournment that could be given in which we 
could do the public business, even if we did not 
take a recess to meet again in October; but | am 
satisfied to commence again in October, and cer- 
tainly that with sitting here to the third Monday 
in July will be ample time to give to the labors 
of this session. | hope sincerely that the third 
Monday in July may be adopted as the day of 
adjournment, as it seems to me to be far the most 
appropriate. 

Mr.BAYARD. Therenecessarily must always 
be a diversity of opinion among Senators on the 
question of adjournment, arising both out of the 
matter of personal convenience, and from other 
causes. I presume that the only reason on which 
we could justify ourselves, and which | think does 
amply justify us, is, that during the hot months of 
our climate man is incapacitated for that attention 
to business which otherwise he could bestow upon 
it. ‘The languor of the body necessarily produces 
indisposition to mental as well as physical labor. 
That being the case, it would seem to me that the 
rule of adjournment ought to be to adjourn from 
that period when the intensely hot weather com- 
mences until that period when it becomes suffi- 
ciently cool and agreeable for the purpose of our 
duties here without being oppressed by the heat 
of the weather. I should think we ought to 


look to that as the rule for a recess, if we are to | 


have one; and to take, say the third Monday in 
June, by which time your weather here always 
becomes very warm. By that time you can dis- 


| pose of those measures, and of those only, that 


ought to be acted upon immediately, such as the 
deficiency bill, and measures of that class. We 
might then adjourn from that time until the last 
Monday in September, or to the first Monday in 
October. Your weather then, throughout this 
climate, is always perfectly consistent with any 
species of exertion, mental or corporeal; and | 
think if the ground of the recess is the condition 
of the weather and climate during the hot months, 
you can justify the adjournment on no other prin- 
ciple than adjourning over that period during 
which the climate incapacitates you from mental 
exertion. 

I therefore think, if a recess is to be taken— 
personally, to me the period would be an incon- 
venient one; but I endeavor to discard that en- 
tirely from my consideration—you should adjourn 
from the third Monday in June, which is the 19th, 
to the last Monday in September, or the first 
Monday in October at the furthest. You then 
will have ample time to dispose, during the exist- 
ing session, of all the great measures alluded to 
as matters requiring the discussion of the Senate. 
You will not be asked to discuss or dispose of 
them now, with, perhaps, the exception of the 
deficiency bill, which certainly ought to be dis- 
posed of, and the bill which has been vetoed by 


There was no particular necessity for | 
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other subordinate measures. You have a great 
many measures of importance; and, | am sorry 
to say, that the bill which is most important to 
the people of the country, seems to me to have 
escaped the attention of Senators altogether in 
looking at what their duties must be during the 
present and next session of Congress. I! allude 
to the bill which proposes to reorganize the judi- 
cial system of the United States; one which cer- 
tainly will involve differences of opinion; one 
which, though it will not give rise to excitement, 
and may not attract public attention to the extent 
which some other subjects do, is as vitally im- 
portant to the people of the country as any or all 
the measures which so much press upon the atten- 
tion of the Senate. It will take a long time, prob- 
ably, in its discussion; but | think IL afford ample 
time, and my object is to afford the recess during 
that period when the character of the climate inca- 
pacitates us from intellectual labor. 

I hope, therefore, if the Senate determine to 
take a recess, it will be on the only ground on 
which it can be asked for, and that we shall take 
the earliest day after the hot weather terminates 
for the recommencement of our labors. The re- 
cess should commence earlier than July, for the 
weather is hot enough before that to justify it, 
That will give us ample time to dispose of all the 
measures which must be disposed of at once; and 
then by commencing again in the latter part of 
September, or the beginning of October, we shall 
have two months for the disposition of all the 
measures upon which we have to act during the 
present session. 

Mr. BROWN. I am particularly opposed to 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Geor- 
gia, [Mr. Dawson,] and chiefly for the reason 
that it would be to me a matter of very serious 
personal inconvenience, coming as | do from thre 
extreme South. I do not want to be sent home 
in July and August. It is much more pleasant to 
stay here. 

Mr. PRATT. Go to the springs. 

Mr. BROWN. But, then, when shall I go 
home? You bring me back in October, which is 
the only safe season for me to go home, and 
which is the only time when I can stay at home, 
without personal inconvenience, to transact my 
private business. You bring me back to Con- 
gress at that time, so that | have no chance to go 
home atall. | am opposed toit on that ground. 

Then, sir, | do not see the reason which 
prompts gentlemen to insist on this sort of ad- 
journment over. To my mind it is very obvious 
that there are certain questions which ought to be 
discussed here in the warm months. Wehad a 
proposition up some time ago in reference to 
water-works for this city. l cannot imagine any- 
thing more delightful than to talk about water- 
works in July and August; and I think gentle- 
men who have been opposing that measure here- 
tofore if they could be got into the discussion of 
it on one of those hot days, when the thermom- 
eter is up to 95°, would receive the proposition 
much more kindly than they have done before. 
[ Laughter. } 

But, sir, | am opposed to the resolution itself, 
I have no idea that we can transact the public 
business by the time specified. All the appropri- 
ation bills are yet in the House of Representatives. 
The civil and diplomatic bill, the Army appropri- 
ation bill, and the Navy bill, are all yet in the 
House; not one of them has been sent here. 
Those bills will this year appropriate doubtless 
thirty millions of dollars, perhaps a larger sum. 
Shall we hurry the appropriation of that amount 
of money through here without any sort of con- 
sideration? Is it treating the public Treasury 
with justice to do so? 

I know that during the short sessions you under- 
take to do little else than simply pass the appro- 
priation bills. Those great measures which are 
discussed during the long session, such as the 
Nebraska bill, the Pacific railroad bill, the home- 
stead bill, and other measures of that character, 
get no sort of consideration during the short ses- 
sion of Congress; and as long as you limit those 
sessions to three months, they never will get any 
consideration, because it takes the whole of that 
time to transact the necessary public business 
which is indispensable, and cannot by possibility 
be postponed. 

Now,'we have all the business of this session 


until the 30th of September. The votes upon the || the President of the United States, with some || on our hands. | know of nothing that has been 
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disposed of finally but the Nebraska bill. 
are to hurry the business over without any con- 
aideration, we may adjourn in July. If we are 
content Lo postpone those measures which have 
been partly discussed, and simply take up the ap- 
propriation bills and pass them, we can get through 
in the ume proposed. But if we are to discuss the 
homestead bill, who does not know, that it will 
tuke more time, than that mentioned in the reso- 
lution, to discuss that single billin the Senate? If 
you had the same rules here, as they have in the 
Hlouse of Representatives, if you could apply the 
previous question, you might cut off debate; but 
you cannot do it. The discussion of the home- 
stead bill alone in this body, | have said, will oc- 
cupy more time than is given us by the resolution. 
I know what will be the consequence of passing 
the resolution. All these measures will be passed 
by. Perhaps gentlemen will say it is as well they 
should be; but I think differently. ‘Therefore | 
want to have plenty of time for discussion. But 
J am more particularly opposed to the amendment 
offered by my friend from Georgia, than I am to 
the original resolution, [am utterly opposed to 
an adjournment over to October. If we can get 
through in July, very well, let us go home and 
remain there, until the regular time for the meet- 
ing of Congress. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Generally, sir, when a dis- 
cussion has arisen on a resolution fixing the day 
of adjournment, it has lasted for a long period, 
and consumed a great deal of the valuable time of 
the Senate. I hope we shall not imitate the ex- 
ample which has heretofore been set us. 


o 


Sir, | do not intend to suggest any additional 
reasons for adopting the resolution of the Senator 
from California except this: | desire to call the 
attention of the Senate to the fact that even now, 
al this stage of the session, we are very frequently 
left without a quorum. Why is it? It is gener- 
ally to be attributed to the weather. If we con- 
tinue during the months of August and Septem- 
ber, we shall be found in that situation much more 
frequently than we have been heretofore. 

The mode now proposed is the only way in 
which you can doanything towards equalizing the 
sessions of Congress. The effort which was made 
in 1836 to equalize the sessions I find, on exam- 
inauion, to have been this: A bill passed both 
Houses of Congress to commence the sessions on 
the first Monday of November, and extend both 


sessions until the second Monday in May. The | 


President’s veto was founded on the ground rather 
that it was unconstitutional to fix the term of ad- 
jJournment in that manner by legislative act. But 
when that veto came in, then it was competent for 
Congress to start a plan which L should have pre- 
ferred rather than to have gone on as before. I 
refer to the plan suggested by the Senator from 
lilinois, (Mr. Doveras,] which is to pass a bill 
directing the sessions of Congress to commence 
on the first Monday of November or October. I 
did not think, myself, the veto was sustainable, 
under the Constitution, at the time. But this dif- 
ficulty, | remember, was suggested in opposition: 
that, instead of that equalizing the sessions of 
Congress, it extended the long session only a 


month longer; because, if we commenced on the | 
first Monday in November, we should continue | 


in session just as long as if we commenced on the 
first Monday of December. For that reason, 
although Congress was almost unanimous in the 


expression of its wish that the sessions should be | 


equalized, no plan was adopted, and I suppose it 
would not adopt that plan now for the same reason. 
Phe only plan that can be adopted, and incur no 


constitutional objection, is this, which is nothing | 
more nor less than to have a recess for a limited | 


period. It requires the consent of both Houses, 


being an adjournment for more than three days; 


but it is, in its nature, like an adjournment over 


to Monday, which we frequently have. 


There is one consideration which | wish to | 
throw out, while we are about to act upon this | 
I am willing to vote for this resolution, | 


question. 
and anxious that it should be adopted; but I should 


hike to see, accompanying it, some legislative act, | 


declaring or enacting that there should be no com- 
pensation received by members of Congress during 
the recess. We ought not to receive it; we are 


nat entitled to receive it; but it is something of a | 


question, as you will find on looking into the mat- 


‘ter, whether you might not found a claim to com- | 


pensation, unless you change your law. 


If we | 
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cannot do that by way of amendment to this reso- 
lution, because it can be done only by regular 
legislative act repealing a former act, and requiring 
the assent of the President. ‘This resolution does 
not require the consent of the President atall. I 
throw this out for the consideration of gentlemen 
who take an interest in the matter. 

I trust the resolution will be adopted, and that 
we shall then have the concurrent action of both 
Houses upon a bill, declaring or enacting that 
during the recess there shall be no compensation. 

Mr. GWIN. I have a word to say in regard 
to the suggestion of the Senator from Arkansas; 
and itis this. If we take a recess at all, it is bet- 
ter to do it from the first Monday in July, which 
will give us a proper time to go home and return. 
| would adopt the suggestion to say second or 
third Monday in July, if this were a proposition 
for final adjournment; but this is merely for a re- 
cess. I hope the question will be taken. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wetter 
inthe chair.) The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. GWIN. 1 accept that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion is on the motion of the Senator from Indiana, 
{Mr. Perrit,} to postpone the further considera- 
tion of the subject until Monday week next. 

Mr. GWIN. On that motion I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and taken 
with the following result: 

Y EFAS—Messrs. Bayard, Douglas, Norris, Pettit, Rusk, 
Stuart, and Walker—7. 

NAY S—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atchison, Badger, Brod- 


head, Brown, Chase, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Dodge of 


Wisconsin, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, 
Geycr, Gillette, Gwin, Hamlin, Johnson, Jones of lowa, 
Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Prau, Sebastian, 
Seward, Slidell, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Toombs, Toucey, Wade, and Weller—34, 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. BROWN. Inow move to strike out the 
latter clause of the resolution, which provides for 
a recess until October. 

Mr. SEWARD asked for the yeas and nays on 
this amendment; and they were ordered, and be- 
ing taken resulted—yeas 19, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Douglas, Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Hamlin, Mallory, 
Mason, Norris, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Stuart, Sumner, 
Toombs, and Weller—19. 

NAYS—Measrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Bayard, Brod- 
head, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Evans, Foot, Geyer, Gil- 
leue, Gwin, Johnson, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, 
Petut, Pratt, Sebastuan, Slidell, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Toucey, Wade, and Walker—24. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


The question then recurred on the original res- 
olution as modified, as follows: 

Resolved, (The House coneurring,) That the President 
of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, adjourn their respective Houses on the first Monday 
in July, until the third Monday of October next. 

Mr. BAYARD. I move to amend that by 
striking out the ** third Monday of October,’’ and 
inserting ‘‘first Monday of October.”’ 

Mr. STUART. If this matter is to be consid- 
ered and determined to-day, it strikes me that we 
mightas well have some little understanding about 
it. It seems that the object is to advance the con- 
venience of Senators. [| know not how it may 
be in the south and southwest, but I must say 
that a more inconvenient adjournment for gentle- 
men in the northwestern States could not be pro- 
posed. ‘The elections in almost all those States 
take place on the first Tuesday in November. The 
election of members of the House of Representa- 
tives come off on that day; and many of those 
members, as a matter of course, will be candidates 
for reélection. Now, to bring those gentlemen 
back here on the first Monday of October, or at 
any other time in October, would be one of the 
most inconvenient things that could be done. 

Now, sir, I submit that, as a general proposi- 
tion, there has been as much injury done in under- 
taking to fix the time for the final adjournment of 
a legislative body, before there is a sufficient under- 
standing of the condition of business to satisfy 
the body that it can be disposed of by the time 
fixed, as has been done in any other way. It is 
productive of more hasty and inconsiderate legis- 
lation perhaps than any other one thing. I have 
often heard it remarked that it is necessary to fix 
a time of adjournment and work up to it. I have 





errant 
very improperly and not doing certain other thino. 
at all. ings 
I have thought it necessary to sa 
justification of myself. I shall vote against | 
proposition. I shall vote against fixing at eM 
time any day for the adjournment of this ge 
of Congress, merely for the reason that at 
three fourths of the business which ove 
done by this Congress is untouched, 4 
Mr. SHIELDS. I agree with the ho 
Senator from Michigan, that this would 
ceedingly inconvenient for us, and I thin 
disadvantageous to the public business, 
ity, we have done very little practical business at 
this session, and all the great practical Measures 
are yet to be taken up and considered. Take the 
Pacific railroad bill for instance. Take the home. 
stead bill, a measure very important and inter. 
esting to those who are in favor of it, and one 
which, whether it be passed or rejected, ought to 
be acted on at this session. Then there js the 
message of the President, vetoing the bill grantino 
land for the indigent insane. Some of us were 
very severely censured here because we wanted q 
little delay in relation to that message. Gentie. 
men said it was due to the President, due to the 
subject, and due to the country, that we should 
take up the message, and proceed to consider it 
immediately. My excellent and honorable friend 
from Delaware, [Mr. CLayron,] though he did 
not exactly censure me, took occasion to admop. 
ish me that that was the old way of proceeding, 
Now, how have we been acting in relation to this 
message? We have been taking it up occasion. 
ally, and, as they say in the other end of the 
Capitol, it has been dilly-dally shilly-shally ever 
since. My opinion is, that it is wrong now at 
this stage of the session of Congress to undertake 
to predetermine at what time it is proper to ad- 
journ; and for this reason, we cannot possibly tel] 
what the necessity or exigency of the public ser. 
vice in that time may be. 
Mr. BADGER. This is only to take a recess 
for a few weeks; that is the whole amount of it, 
Mr. SHIELDS. A recess for a few weeks? 
Mr. BADGER. During the hot weather. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I shall be willing to takea 
recess, when we get through the larger portion of 
the necessary business of the session. I have 
been waiting all this session to have taken up some 
bills in relation to the Army, which are essentially 
necessary. I have been also waiting to press 
forward the homestead bill, but we have been kept 
back uponthat. I think now that a movement of 
this kind will effectuate nothing but this, that 
there will be no further business done at this ses- 
sion, and all the bills which I have mentioned, 


y this much jn 
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least 
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| will be passed over until the end of the session, 


and then carried into the ensuing session. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I should vote 
against the motion to adjourn on the first Mon- 
day in July, if it were a proposition by itself; but 
l think that would be infinitely better than this 
resolution as it now stands. In the first place, | 
regard the passing of the resolution in its present 
shape, as worse than nothing; for after the facts 
stated by the honorable Senator from Michigan, tt 
is unreasonable to expect that the House will concur 
in the resolution to take this recess. I have seen 
once or twice such recesses on a smaller scale 
than the one now proposed, and they amounted 


| to nothing, so far as the dispatch of business was 


concerned; so it will be in this case. When we 
come here again in October, very little will be 
done, buta great deal of time will be lost in getting 
to business. 

Now, sir, I apprehend that if the business on 
our table be looked into, it will be found to be 
larger than it has been at any previous session of 
Congress; and this resolution allows but a very 
short time—until the first Monday in July—to ac- 
complish it. There is, in fact, between this and 
that day, not more than sufficient time to do jus- 


‘tice to the appropriation bills themselves in the 


two Houses of Congress. One fact is very notori- 
ous, that these appropriation bills, so far as we 
have any experience of them at this session of 
Congress, are more stoutly resisted than they have 
ever been before. Why, sir, this is the month of 
May, and the deficiency bill is not yet passed. 

committee of conference is now out upon thesub- 
ject of that bill. A great many of the appropria- 


tions contained in it are palpably necessary to be 
We || found that work to consist in doing certain things |\ made, but still the bill is not passed. The whole 
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ame allowed, as I have said, is not more than 
" «ent to consider the appropriation bills. 
" There are a number of other very important 
| shall not pretend to enumerate them all, 
there are three before us of vast importance. 
al is the bill for the increase of the Army. Dep- 
-edations are being committed daily by the In- 
ang on our frontier, and they pass by unheeded. 
The War Department is called upon forthe better 
iefense of the frontier; but it has been unable to 
‘ford that defense, in consequence of the few 
 jops at its disposal. Every mail brings me in- 
nation of depredations committed on my con- 
wiuents. Wehave a bill to increase the Army, 
which has been reported by the honorable Senator 
fom Illinois, which has not yet been discussed, 
which has not been taken up, but which is very 
ipportant for the ublic service. pe 
~ Mr. CASS. hen there is the judiciary bill. 

Mr. RUSK. The bill mentioned by the hon- 
orable Senator from Michigan is one of vast im- 
nortance. Everybody admits that the judiciary 
system under which we are now laboring is 
wretchedly defective. Itispartial in its operation, 
and does not answer the purpose intended by the 
Constitution. There is an important bill before 
us, which has been reported after great research, 
on that subject; and it will consumea great deal of 
time to consider it, as it ought to be considered, 
with deliberation and calmness. It is very neces- 
sary that it should be disposed of. 

Then there is the homestead bill. Though I 
feel somewhat indifferent in regard to that, its 
friends consider it a matter of very great import- 
ance. [Lam inclined to think thatit is. The sub- 
ect will be before us until we do something; and 
the sooner we act judiciously and properly in re- 
vard to it, the better. In acting upon that bill, 
we should act with calmness and deliberation; and 
when we pass a bill upon the subject, it should be 
one of proper character. 

Again, here is the Pacific railroad bill, which I 
revard as a very important national measure. [| 
know very well that it was not intended by the 
honorable mover of the resolution [Mr. Gwin] 
that it should operate injuriously upon that meas- 
ure, or the one which I last mentioned. He is 
more anxious for one of them, the homestead bill, 
than Lam; and is equally anxious as | am forthe 
Pacific railroad bill. But my deliberate judgment 
is, that if this resolution be passed, and be agreed 
to by the House of Representatives, (which I do 
notapprehend will be the case,) the Pacific railroad 
bill, the judiciary bill, the homestead bill, and the 
bill for the increase of the Army, are dead. 

Mr. SHIELDS. No doubt of it. 

Mr.GWIN. I will not consume the time of 





fori 


the Senate in answering the arguments of the | 


Senator from Texas, [Mr. Rusx,] and the Senator 
from Illinois, [Mr. Suiecps.] They have already 
been answered by the previous debate. But, sir, 
allusion has been made to the amount of business 
on our table. Allow me to say, that there it will 
remain until three weeks before the close of the 
session. | should like to know what we have 
done within the last three weeks? Nothing at all. 
There has been no legislation for three weeks 
past. Here we have had a bill of preéminent 
importance, so represented by Senators on this 
floor, to be acted upon at once, as a matter of 
courtesy to the President, and on account of the 


importance of the principles involved in it. I | 


refer to the veto message. Now, have you, sir, 
ever seen as little desire to bring up that question, 
which was represented to be of such an important 
nature as to override every other question that we 
attempted to bring forward? Have you ever seen 
a question languish as that has in this body? 

“a fy experience here is very short indeed, but 
that experience teaches me that when we mature 


business in the committee, and bring it before the | 


Senate, the members ‘of those committees can 
present it in a few days as well as they can in a 
few weeks. Every measure that will be dis- 
cussed before this Pndigveas if we should sit until 
November, has already been presented, except, 
perhaps, the river and harbor bill. There is not 
another question that can come up which has not 
already been reported upon. Every one of the 
{vestions which we are to consider can be dis- 
cussed and acted upon, except one or two, in the 
last three weeks of the session, no matter when 


aye be, in October, September, August, 


| twelve years. 
| journment you will work up to that day. Such 
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Now, Mr. President, so far as this House is 
concerned, what have we before us? We have 
no appropriation bills here. We have already 
passed three or four appropriation bills. The 
other House, so soon as the present special order 
is dispensed with—and the moment a day of ad- 


journment is fixed that will be disposed of, for the 


question has been very much discussed—they will 
send us the appropriation bills. In the mean time 


| we can act upon the Pacific railroad bill and the 


homestead bill. We shall have time enough to 
pass the immediate pressing legislation of the 
country. Then what can we do here, when we 
meet inOctober? We can takeup thejudiciary 
bill, and the other bills which have been alluded 
to, that are not of pressing necessity. I under- 
take to say, that there is no possibility of passing 
the bill to which the Senator from Illinois alluded, 
to increase the Army. It was distinctly under- 
stood, when the other bills introduced by that 
Senator in relation to the Army were passed, that 
the bill to which he has referred would not be acted 
upon during the session. The reason was, that 
there was a greater pressing necessity to have a 


eetired list, and increase of compensation of the 


Army, than to have the other measure, and that 
we could not expect the whole of thematonce. * 
Sir, | am as anxious as any person to discharge 
the business of the country. It is unnecessary 
for me to talk about my being here all the time. 
That is pretty generally known. I have not 
brought forward this resolution, on account of any 
desire which | have to postpone the public busi- 
ness, but because | want to dispatch it. I feel 
perfectly confident that before the first Monday of 


| July we can act on every question which we shall 


act upon at all, if we remain until the last of Au- 
gust, except those measures which can be post- 
poned, and should be postponed until October. 

I hope the motion of the Senator from Dela- 
ware [Mr. Bayarp] to strike out the third Mon- 
day of October, and insert the first Monday of 
October, will be voted down. The Senator from 
Michigan [Mr. Srvart] talks about the elections 
for members of Congress coming off in Novem- 
ber. Why, sir, in many of the States the elec- 
tions take place in October. The elections take 
place in Ohio and Pennsylvania, and various other 
States during that month. But it is unnecessary 
for members to beat home when the elections take 
place. There is a necessity for being there in ad- 
vance, I confess, so that they can make their ar- 
rangements for the election; but there is no other 
pressing necessity for their presence. I hope the 
resolution in its present form will pass. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, the resolution 
as it now stands, does not meet my approbation. 
I should prefer a resolution simply authorizing the 
two Houses to be adjourned at a given day, and 
I would fix that day now. I would fix it for the 
reasons which, [ think, have been so well stated by 
the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Prart;] reasons 
which conform to my experience here for the last 
When ever you fix a day of ad- 


will be the fact now I have no doubt. But the 
Senate have refused to modify this resolution, and 
I shall vote for it in its present form, because | 
believe both the convenience of the Senate, and 
the substantial wants of the country will be as 
well and better provided for, if we adjourn soon, 
than if we continue an interminable session dur- 
ing the hot season here. 

Senators have alluded to various subjects which 
are of importance to the country. I concede all 
the importance which they attribute to them; but, 
without any fixed time for an adjournment, who 
supposes those bills will receive action, either fa- 
vorably or unfavorably, by Congress before the 
first of October? I do not; andl believe they will 
receive the action of Congress almost as early if 


| we adjourn over to October, as they would if we 


were to remain here without adjourning. In my 
judgment, there will be very little difference in 
the time when you will act upon them. In my 


| opinion, the time fixed in this resolution is amply 


sufficient to enable us to discuss and act upon 
all these measures which are of pressing import- 


ance. The length of time that will elapse between 
| the time for adjournment as fixed in the resolution, 


and the time we are to meet again, wil! be short, 


| and then those measures which remain unacted 
| upon can be taken upand disposed of. 


jected to the adjournment. 
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resolution, though I would prefer it simply as a 
resolution of adjournment. 

Mr. ADAMS. I shall vote against the pro- 
posed amendment of the Senator from Delaware, 
(Mr. Bayarp,] for the reason that | am in favor 
of the earliest adjournment. If the resolution had 
been voted upon as originally proposed, | should 
have voted for it. Asan individual, | think the 
country would lose nothing by failing to get, at 
this or subsequent sessions, the measures which 
have been alluded to by Senators who have ob- 
There is one bill, 
however, which | should like to see acted upon at 
this session, and if we should be so fortunate as 
to get it reported back from the Committee on 
Public Lands, | presume we could pass it any 
morning. I refer to the graduation bill, which is 
much more important to the country than the 
homestead bill. 

As to the homestead bill and the Pacific rail- 
road bill, they will do just as well at the next ses- 
sion as at this; and the country will be better off in 
my Opinion, particularly in regard to the home- 
stead bill, if they should never be acted upon. 
Sir, that bill is the first step towards agrarianism, 
towards dividing out the property of the rich 
among the poor; and if it should never be acted 
upon by this Congress, the country would sustain 
no loss by it. 

But, sir, as the Senate has refused to adjourn 
over from the time fixed in the resolution until the 
next regular meeting, | shall vote for the resolu- 
tion as it now stands. If we are to have a recess 
of some three months, and three months only, it 
occurs to me that the better time to take it is dur- 
ing the hot season of the year. That the fall sea- 
son will bea better time for the performance of 
labor than the summer, it seems to me none can 
doubt. I will therefore vote for the resolution. 

Mr. BADGER. I wish merely to say that my 
views upon this resolution and upon the amend- 
ment that is pending, will be discovered as soon 
as the yeas and nays are called. [Laughter.] 

The amendment of Mr. Bavaro was rejected. 

The question recurred on the resolution as mod- 
ified. 

Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 26, nays 17; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atchison, Badger, Bay- 
ard, Brodhead, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Evans, Fessenden, 
Geyer, Gwin. Hamlin, Johnson, Jones of lowa, Jones of 
Tennessee, Mallory, Pratt, Sebastian, Slidell, Sumner, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, Wade, and Weller—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Cass, Chase, Douglas, Pitz- 
patrick, Foot, Gillette, Hunter, Mason, Norris, Pettit, Rusk, 
Seward, Shields, Stuart, Toucey, and Walker—17. 


So the resolution was adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, (the House concurring,) That the President of 
the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, adjourn their respective Houses on the first Monday 
in July, until the third Monday of October next, 


Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives therein. 

SCHOOL SECTIONS IN ALABAMA. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, as we are likely 
to adjourn very soon, I apprehend that local 
measures will all be given the go-by at this ses- 
sion, unless we can act upon them very soon. I 
hope, therefore, the Senate will indulge me in 
taking up the House bill ** to authorize the selec- 
tion of school districts, in lieu of the sixteenth 
sections, within the twelve mile square reserva- 
tion, State of Alabama,’’ which has been reported 
withoutamendment from the Committee on Public 
Lands, and which, I presume, will incur no oppo- 
sition whatever. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. CLAY. I will state to the Senate, that this 
was an Indian reservation, and hence the people 
within those twelve miles square were excluded 
from the benefits of that portion of the act, ad- 
mitting the State of Alabama into the Union, which 
granted the sixteenth sections to the inhabitants of 
each township, for the benefit of common schools. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


THE SENATE DEBATES. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I wish to give notice that I 
shall to-morrow call up, and ask the Senate to 
consider, the motion to reconsider the resolution 


I will, for these reasons, give my vote for the || in regard to the reporting of the debates. [t is im- 
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portant to that branch of the service that the mat- 
ter should be disposed of as quickly as possible, 
80 that the reporter and printer of the debates may 
know what is to be done, in order that he may 
prov ide means to carry oul the will of the Senate. 
i will call up the motion to reconsider to-morrow. 


MEETINGS OF CONGRESS. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to give notice that 
I will to-morrow bring in the bill to which I have 


referred, to fix the annual meeting of Congress 
hereafter on the first Monday in October. 


WILLIAM BUTLER. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I ask leave to with- 
draw from the table of the Senate the adverse re- 
port of the Committee on Pensions in the case of 
William Butler. He believes he has sufficient 
testimony to authorize the allowance of the claim 
at the Pension Bureau, and the Commissioner of 
Pensions thinks it is probable he has. The object 
is to refer the matter to the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


INDIGENT INSANE BILL VETO. 

On the motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate 
resumed the reconsideration of the bill making a 
grant of land to the several States of the Union 
for the benefit of indigent insane persons, which 
had been returned by the President of the United 
States, with his objections, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, [Mr. Wexier.| 
The question is, ‘* Shall the bill pass, the Presi- 
dent’s objections to the contrary notwithstandiny?”’ 
The Secretary will call the roll. 

The Secretary commenced the call, and Mr. 
Avams answered * nay.’”’ 

Mr. CASS. | wish to make a short speech be- 
fore the vote is taken. 

Several SenaTors, 
has voted. 

Mr. ADAMS. I withdraw my vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Michigan cannot proceed, except by unani- 
mous consent. The Senator from Mississippi 
has answered——— 

Mr. ADAMS. I withdraw my vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
objection, the calling of the roll will not be pro- 
ceeded with, and will be considered as not having 
been commenced. 

Several Senators. No objection. 

Mr. CASS. I did not know this question 
would come up to-day. I thought there were 
other matters to be called up. 

Mr. WALKER. The Senate having fixed a 
day for us to get through business, | mean, when- 
ever | can get an opportunity, to make motions 
to take up the business which we have talked 
about, 

Mr. CASS. I hope this subject will be post- 
poned. We expect to adjourn over to-morrow. 
Besides, | understood the honorable Senator from 
California [Mr. Gwin,] had a bill which he wished 
us to consider to-day or to morrow. Therefore, 
| have not come prepared to speak to-day on this 
question, 

Mr. BADGER. Then I move to postpone the 
further consideration of this subject until to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. CASS. The vote cannot be taken to-day. 
Half a dozen gentlemen wish to speak. 

Mr. GWIN. Some oneelse can go on to-day. 
Perhaps the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hunter, ]} 
is ready. 

Mr. BADGER. Does the Senator from Vir- 
ginia wish to go on to-day? 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not wish to go on now. 
I have been engaged during the day in the con- 
ference on the deficiency bill. But I would go 
on ~d rather than have the vote taken immedi- 
ately. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Michigan is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CASS. 1 will move an adjournment, if 
that be the wish of the Senate. 

ae No 19? «6 Not” 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senate will not 
adjourn now. We shall be able to receive the 
report of the committee of conference on the defi- 
ciency bill very soon. 

Mr. CASS. Then I move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of this subject until Monday 
next. 


It is too late, a Senator 


Mr. HUNTER. 1 will suggest to the Senator 
from Michigan, that if he does not care to speak 
to-morrow | will go on. 

Mr. CASS. Very weil. ThenI move to post- 
pone the further consideration of this bill untl to- 
morrow. 

Mr. WALKER. I move toamend the motion 
by adding, ** and that it be the special order for 
half past twelve o’clock, p. m.” 

Mr. MALLORY. I gave notice a short time 
since that one of the members of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs had some amendments to propose 
to the bill for the organization of the Navy; and 
for that reason, | did not call up the bill this morn- 
ing. I notified the Senate, however, that I should 
ask the Senate to give me the morning hour to- 
morrow for the consideration of that bill. I hope, 
therefore, the Senator from Wisconsin will modify 
his proposition so as to say one o’clock, instead 
of half past twelve. 

Mr. WALKER. ThenI move to amend the 
motion to postpone the pending bill, by saying 
that it shall be the special order for to-morrow at 
one o’clock. 

The amendment was adopted; and the motion 
as amended was agreed to. 


‘ORDER OF BUSINESS—THE GENERAL ARM- 
STRONG CASE. 

Mr. SLIDELL. The Senate appear to be em- 
barrassed as to what business to consider. I move 
that they proceed to the consideration of the bill, 
for the relief of the claimants of the private armed 
brig General Armstrong. I think it will not take 
long. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I wish to ask whether one 
o’clock to-morrow has been assigned for the con- 
sideration of the veto message. _ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I givenotice, that I shall re- 
sist, with all the power I can, its being taken up, 
unul we dispose of the business, which belongs 


emphatically to the Senate, and that is our re- | 


porung. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
past twelve, and the other at one o’clock. 

Mr. BADGER I think itis useless to take 
up the bill referred to by the honorable Senator 
from Louisiana at this period of the day. It must 
lead to a long discussion. It is a contested and 
complicated case; and surely there can be no idea 
of disposing of it to-day, when it is now two 
o’clock. 

Mr.SLIDELL. The objection of the honor- 
able Senator from North Carolina would amount 
to an indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Mr. BADGER. Not atall; it can be taken up 
to-morrow morning. 

Mr. SLIDELL. It will be impossible to obtain 
any one day during the session for the discussion 
of the bill. Ihave found, from experience, that 
it is idle to attempt to do anything on Friday, for 
there is seldom a quorum of the Senate here on 
that day. Ido not think that the bill involves 
any very difficult or grave questions; and I believe 
we can dispose of it to-day; we can commence it 
at any rate, 

Mr. GWIN. I will not object to taking up the 
bill proposed to be taken up by the Senator from 
Louisiana, provided | can make an arrangement 
which | wish to make with that Senator. I ex- 
pect every moment that we shall receive the report 
of the committee of conference on the deficiency 
bill; and if the Senator from Louisiana will agree 
that this bill shall be laid aside when that report 
comes in, I shall have no objection to taking it up. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
that purpose. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
to do anything, we had better go on and do the 
business of the country. If so, | do not know of 
any bill which we could better afford to pass over 
than the one which my friend from Louisiana has 
moved to take up. It has been before Congress 
for twenty or twenty-five years. I believe we 


I will agree to lay it aside for | 


I would suggest that if weare | 


once referred the case to the French Government | 


for regular arbitration, and they decided against 
us. I think, therefore, that bill, 
afford to lie over until we do some of the business 
of the country. I do not think it is exactly in 
such an attitude as to be pressed on the Senate 
under existing circumstances. 


Mr. SLIDELL. 


might very well | 


I will say to my friend from | 
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undisposed of for twenty or twent 
that it should be disposed of now. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I did not say it had t 
disposed of. I think it has been disposed 
effectually. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Without the co 
claimants, and in fact, against their p 
this claim was referred to the arbitram 
Napoleon. It presents itself here un 
culiar circumstances 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, Th 
is on taking up the bill. © qvention 

Mr. SLIDELL. I know that, sir; but I 
responding to my friend from Georgia. 2 
stand, however, that the committee of conferen, 
are ready to make their report on the Silene 
bill, and, considering this question to be now be 
fore the Senate for consideration, | will Consent 
to lay it aside temporarily. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen. 
ator from Louisiana withdraw the motion to take 
up the bill? 

Mr. SLIDELL. I donot; butI am wij 
let it lay aside for the present. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That motion 
must be disposed of before the report of the con. 
mittee can be received. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I suppose we can pass over 
it informally, by unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Certainly; jr 
there be no objection, the report of the commi:. 
tee of conference will be received. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 
Mr. HUNTER submitted the following re. 


y-five Years, 
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I under. 
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port: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing yotes 


| of the two Houses on the bill ‘* to supply deficiencies jp 
| the appropriations for the service of the fiscal year end. 


We can take that up at half | 


ing the 30th of June, 1854,’ having met, after full and free 
conference, have agreed to recommend, and do recom- 
mend, to their respective Houses, as follows : 

That the Senaie do concur in the amendments of the 
House to the amendments of the Senate numbered 4, }0, 
38, 39, 43, and 46. 

That the Senate concur with the amendments of the 
House, except the first amendment to the 50th amendment 
of the Senate, with which the House concurs with an 
amendment, by striking out the word ** four’? in line eleven, 
and in lieu thereof inserting ** three.’ 

That the Senate recede from its amendments numbered 
11, 12, 14, 20, 25, 26, 40, 42, 48, 52, and 53. 

That the House concur in the Senate amendments num- 
bered 36 and 37. 

That the House concur in the Senate amendment num- 
bered 24, with the following amendment: Strike out all 
after the word “ for,”’ in the first line, to and including the 
word ** him,” in the second line, and insert “ deficiencies 
for the railroad surveys.”’ 

That the House concur in the Senate amendment No. 


| 4l, with the following amendment: Strike out al! after 


the word * dollars,” in line three, and insert, “ Provided, 
That there be allowed to the legal representatives of Robert 
Greenhow such sum, in addition to that received by him, 
as, together, will make his salary for the time he was em- 
ployed as assistant law agent equal to that authorized to 
be paid to the land commissioners by the act of March 4, 
1853, making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending the JUth ol 
June, 1854.”’ 

And that the House concur in the amendment of the 
Senate No. 51, with the following amendment: Strike out 
all after the word ‘* him,” in the fifteenth line thereof. 

R. M. T. HUNTER, 
JAMES C. JONES, 
» WM. M. GWIN, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
JOHN 8. PHELPS, 
J. LETCHER, 
JOS. R. CHANDLER, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. HUNTER. I think I can state, in 


_ very few words, what has been the result of the 


conference. The Senate recede from most of 
the amendments to which the House disagreed. 
We recede from the amendment in relauon 1 
the water-works, and from the amendment in 
relation to the custom-houses and marine hos- 
pitals. We recede from the amendment in rela- 
tion to the bridge over the Potomac river. The 


House recede from their disagreement to the 


amendment in relation to the Pacific railroad sur- 
veys, and agree to that amendment making 4" 
appropriation of $40,000 to cover those deficien- 
cies, of which $25,000 are for the Stevens, and 
$15,000 for the Whipple expedition. The House 
recede from their disagreement to the amendment 
in relation to the compensation of Robert Green- 
how, with an amendment, which has been read. 
The House also recede from their disagreement 
to the amendment in regard to the prinung, W! 

an amendment. The cammittee of conference 


\| Georgia that it is because this claim has remained | agree to the first portion of that amendment, 
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~ ee ethe printing of each House to be done by 

wn printer, but strike out the part in relation 

he Executive printing. That, I believe, is 

+ the result of the committee of conference. 
“utr, WALKER. I should like to ascertain, if 
‘an. the condition of the amendment in relation 
+) Robert Greenhow. : 

Mr. HUNTER. I ask the Secretary to read 
or portion of the report of the committee on 

nference. J 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

«That the House concur in Senate’s amendment forty- 

» with the following amendment: strike out all after 
‘word ‘dollars,’ in line three, and insert, ‘ Provided, 
there be allowed to the legal representatives of Robert 
enhow, such sum in addition to that received by them, 
together will make his salary, for the time be was em- 
sioved as assistant law agent, equal to that authorized to 
he paid to the land commissioners, by the act of the 3d of 
Maret, 1853, making appropriations for the civil and diplo 
matic expenses of Government for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1854.’ ” 

Mr.GWIN. That allows the same compen- 
sation as the land commissioners, $8,000 a year. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The question 
is on concurring in the report of the committee of 
col ference. J 

The report was concurred in. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


requ 


that 
b 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, May 30, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by Rev. Witttam H. Mivpurn. 

‘TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER appointed the following gen- 
tlemen managers on the part of the House, of the 
committee of conference on the disacreeing votes 
between the two Houses on the amendments of 
the Senate to the deficiency bill: Messrs. Pue.ps, 
Cuanpier, and Lercuer. 

The SPEAKER stated that the business first in 
order was the consideration of the resolution re- 
ported on Friday from the Committee on Printing 
relative to the printing of extra copies of the an- 
nual report of the Secretary of the Treasury, on 
the condition of the banks of the country. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I hope that 
resolution will be disposed of now. 

POST ROADS IN UTAH. 

Mr. BERNHISEL, by unanimous consent, || 
offered the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from Tooele city to Grantsville ; 
from Great Salt Lake City, via Taylorsville, West Jordan, | 
Gardner’s Mill, and Bingham’s, Kanyon, to Cedar Valley ; 
from Great Salt Lake City, via Netfs Mill, Mill Creek, 
Holladay’s Settlement, Littke Cottonwood, and Drapers- 


ville, to Mountainsville, in the Territory of Utah, and that 
said committee report by bill or otherwise. 


ROADS AND PUBLIC LANDS IN NEBRASKA. 


Mr. HENN, by unanimous consent, and in 
jursuance of previous notice, introduced the fol- 
owing bills: which were read a first and second 
time by their respective titles, and referred as in- 
dicated below: 

_ A bill for the construction of military roads 
in the Territory of Nebraska. Referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 
_ Abill to provide for the sale of the public lands 
in the Territory of Nebraska, and to establish a 
land office therein. Referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 
WEST FELICIANA RAILROAD. 

Mr. REESE, I desire to cal! up the motion to 
reconsider the vote in regard to the bill for the re- 
lief of the West Feliciana railroad and the Geor- 
gia Railroad and Banking Companies. 

Reference was made of that bill, when it came 
from the Senate, to the Committee of Claims. A 
motion was subsequently made to reconsider that 
vote, and it has never been acted on. I desire the 
vote to be reconsidered now, that | may have the 
bill referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

_ The question was taken on the motion to recon- 
sider; and it was agreed to. 


REPORT ON BANKS. 
And then, on motion by Mr. REESE, the bill 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
The SPEAKER. The question is first upon 
the adoption of the following amendment to the | 
resolution offered by the gentleman from Kentucky, || 
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{Mr. Sranron,] from the Committee on Public 
Printing: 

‘© Provided, That nothing herein contained shall author 
ize a charge for a second composition.”’ 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I desire to 
say in reference to the resolution, that this House 
have published no extra copies of the document 
in question. [t is a very important document, 
containing information which was gathered at the 
request of this House by the Secretary of the 
Treasury in relation to the different banks through- 
out the Union. A great many of these banks 
have requested that the information be published, 
and they desire that they shall each be furnished 
with a copy. Two hundred and fifty copies, I 
think, will be a sufficient number to supply the 
different banks throughout the country. 

Mr. LETCHER. | object to the adoption of 
the resolution. I tnink the amendment is right 
if the resolution is to beadopted. The printing of 
this document is, as | supposed it was, intended 
for the benefit of the banks throughout the coun- 
try. This information has been published in the 
newspapers here, and has been generally dissemi- 
nated in that way. The banks have had an op- 
portunity to get it in that way; and it seems to 
me we have done all that is necessary in the case. 
If this House undertakes to publish information 
for a privileged class, for banking companies, or 
any other privileged class, the expenses of the 
Government will very soon run up to an enormous 


| sum. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky [Mr. Sranron] that the 
vote upon the resolution shall be passed over until 
next week, when members will return to their 
places, and allow me to move to go into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the unanimous consent 
of the House that the consideration of this reso- 
lution lie over? The Chair hears no objection; 
and it will be so ordered. 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire that my motion to 
lay on the table shall be entered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules of the 
House be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
state of the Union. 


JOHN W. KELLY. 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. 


by Mr. Maxwe tu, who is not now in his seat, 
to ask that the papers in the case of John W. 
Kelly be taken from the Speaker’s table, for the 
purpose of reference to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If my colleague proposes 
to refer the bill to a committee, | have no objec- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama asks the unanimous consent of the House 
to take from the table the following bill: 

An act for the relief of John W. Kelly. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill having 
been read the first and second time by its title, was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


PRESERVATION OF LIFE ON THE NEW JER- 


SEY COAST. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be_ in- 
structed to inquire whether any, and what measures, are 
necessary for the security and preservation of life and 
property in cases of wreck or other disaster of vessels on 
the coast of New Jersey, and report by bill or otherwise. 


The question was then taken; and the resolu- | 


tion was adopted. 
PRESERVATION OF DIES AND MEDALS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 


the House of Representatives of the 19th instant, 
a communication received by that Department 


| from the Director of the United States Mint, on 


the subject of the condition of dies or medals 
struck by the authority of Congress, commemo- 
rative of patriotic services, and touching the pro- 
priety of establishing in the Mint a medal depart- 
ment, for the purpose of preserving such dies, 
medals, &c., together with a copy of the proceed - 


the | 


I have been requested 
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which the said report refers, and a list of the dies 
now in the Mint. . 

The communication and accompanying docu- 
ments were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

THE MINISTER AT CONSTANTINOPLE. 

Mr. MAY. Mr. Sneaker, I wish t 
unanimous consent of the House t« 
olution, which 


un the 
present a res- 
I send to the Clerk’s desk. It 
calls for certain correspondence from the State 
Department. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
reported, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi 
cate to Congress, so far as,in his judgment, it may be com 
patible with the public interest, copies of the correspond 
ence of our Minister at Constantinople, the Hon. Carroll 
Spence, and which has been transmitted to the Depart 
ment of State. 

Mr. MAY. I merely want to say a single 
word in relation to this resolution. I believe, 
Mr. Speaker, that our Minister to Constantinople 
has been very unjustly censured as to the speech 
delivered by him on his presentation to the Grand 
Turk. I think that when an authentic copy of 
that speech is seen, it will be found in consonance 
with the settled principles which govern the policy 
of the United States in its foreign relations. I 
desire that justice may be done to Mr. Spence; 
that an authentic copy of his speech may be seen. 
And I wish to add, that when the correspondence 
which he had with the Sublime Porte, touching 
the expulsion of the Greeks from Constantinople 
is published, he will be found to merit the appro- 
bation of his countrymen. I hope, therefore, the 
House will adopt the resolution of inquiry. 

The question was taken; and the resolution was 
adopted. 


FOREIGN COMMERCIAL REGULATIONS. 

Mr. MACDONALD. I ask the unanimons 
consent of the House to introduce the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of extending the provis- 
ions of the act of the 16th August, 1842, requiring toreign 
regulations of commerce to be laid annually before Con 
gress, and of making a permanent annual appropriation to 
enable the State Department to comply with said act; said 
committee to report by bill or otherwise. 

There being no objection, the question was put; 
and the resolution was adopted. 


CUSTOMS COMMISSIONS. 

Mr. WELLS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce are hereby 
directed to inquire into the expediency of repealing so 
much of the fourth section of the act of 2d March, 1831, to 
regulate the foreign and coasting trade on the northern, 
northeastern, and northwestern frontiers, and for other 
purposes, as prohibits the receipt of commissions by offi- 
cers of the customs on said frontiers upon duties or goods 
entered at their offices and paid thereat. 

Mr. McNAIR. I object to the introduction of 
that resolution, inasmuch as I believe there is not 
a quorum at present in the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. For my part, I do not object 
to the resolution itself, but I think that it is made 
to take a wrong direction in its being referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. However, that is 
not of much consequence. 

Mr. McNAIR. The only object I have in ob- 
jecting to the resolution is to know whether there 
is a quorum in the House. I withdraw my ob- 
jection. 

The question was then taken; and the resolu- 
tion was adopted. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that the rules 
-of the House be suspended, and that the H4use 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for the purpose of resum- 
ing the consideration of the Pacific railroad bill. 


FEES OF COLLECTORS. 


Mr. WELLS asked and obtained unanimous 
consent, and presented a communication from 
John White, collector of the port of Milwaukie, 
Wisconsin, asking for the repeal of the fourth 
section of the act of the 2d of March, 1531, to 
regulate the foreign and coasting trade on the 
northern, northeastern, and northwestern fron- 
tiers, and for other purposes, as prohibits the re- 
ceint of commissions by officers of the customs 
on said frontiers upon duties on goods entered at 
their offices and paid thereat. 

The communication was referred to the Com- 


ings of the Pennsylvania Historical Society, to || mittee on Commerce. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

(A message was fiere received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Aseury Dickins, their Secretary, 
informing the House that the Senate had passed a 
bill of the Flouse of the followings title: 

An act making appropriations for the current 
and contingent expenses of the Indian depart- 
ment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 
various Indian tribes for the year ending 30th 
June, 1855; with sundry amendments thereto, in 
which he was directed to ask the concurrence of 
the House. ] 

Mr. HOUSTON. As the Senate have added a 
very large amount of amendments to that bill, I 
would like the House to consent that it be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. ORR. | object to it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I insist upon my mo- 
tion to go into committee. 

Mr. CARUTHERS. I hope the gentleman 
from Alabama will not press that motion, as | 
desire to ask the unanimous consentot the House 
to introduce a resolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I suppose that my friend 
from South Carolina will object to it, if I do not, 
and therefore | insist upon my motion. 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman from South Caro- 
lina will object when it suits his convenience to 
do 80. 

The question was then putupon Mr. Houston’s 
motion; and it was agreed to. 

‘The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Bocock in the chair.) 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC, 
The CHAIRMAN. The subject under con- 


sideration before the committee is House bill 
(No. 295) to provide for the establishment of rail- 
road and telegraphic communication between the 
Atlantic States and the Pacific ocean, and for 
other purposes; and upon that question’ the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Smiru] has the 
floor. 

Mr. SMITH, of New York, said that however 
the bill appeared to the contrary, it was for build- 
ing a railroad to the Pacific by the Government, 
providing that the road shall be owned by the 
Government; and moreover, that the Government 
shall continue to be the owner of all that part of it 
which lies within the limits of our national terri- 
tory. ‘This, in his view, was to be the essential 
and controlling connection of the Government 
with this road; and because this was to be its con- 
nection, he rose to oppose this bill. 

He need not say that he deeply desired to see 
a railroad to the Pacific; and what American did 
not desire to see it? Commerce, travel, the love 
of country, the love of each part for other part, 
the deep hope in every true American’s breast 
that our country will always be one, that we 
shall always make up one country; all these, and 
numberless other considerations, unite in calling 
up feelings of this sort. We must have and should 
have this essential connection; this iron band be- 
tween the East and the West, between the Atlan- 
tic and the Pacific. But, much as we have to 
hope for from this road, much good as would 
come of it, the evil which would flow from it, 
were it built by the Government, would largely 
overbalance all the good. He hesitated not to 
say we had better not have the road than have it 
built by the Government. 

After explaining his views of civil government, 
he said its sole and legitimate province was the 
protection of persons and property. He glanced 
at and answered the arguments in favor of the 
bill, and then spoke in opposition to it, saying the 
building of this road, the repairs, and the use of 
it by the Government, would cost at least fifty per 
cent. more than if done by individuals and asso- 
ciations. It was highly probable there will be 
two or three railroads to the Pacific. In case one 
shall be owned by the Government, (he did not 
care whether by the Federal or the State govern- 
ment,) the Government will spare no means to 
sustain its road against the competition of other 
roads, and lavish money without stint to this end. 
And how oppressive and injurious would this be 
to individual owners of roads! Government 
should never array itself against any portion of 
Hs own subjects in these ways. 

He would not andervalue the use of one of those 
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would cheerfully vote that this Government should 
give five or ten millions of dollars in aid of two or 
three roads, provided they were built on widely 
different routes. He did not say he would give 
five or ten millions of acres, for he was of the 
opinion that the Government does not own the 
land. He denied that Government has any more 
ownership in the public domain than Satan had in 
the kingdoms of the world with which he sought 
to bribe our Saviour. The land belongs to the 
landless. 

He mentioned other objections against the bill, 
one of which was, that it would perpetuate the 
cruel and oppressive tariff system. Then fare- 
well to all our hopes of honest and frugal govern- 
ment, bearing lightly on the poor. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana, obtained the 
floor. 

Mr. PHELPS. Will the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana yield me the floor for a moment? 

Mr. PERKINS. As the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Puexps] desires to make a personal 


request of the House, I yield him the floor for | 


that purpos 


Mr. PHELPS. I have obtained the floor for 


the purpose of submitting a motion that the com- | 


mittee do now rise. The object I have in making 
it is to enable the committee of conference upon 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses upon the 
deficiency bill, to submit their report, that action 
may be had upon it now. 
motion that the committee rise. 

The question was then takenupon Mr. Pue.ps’s 
motion; and it was decided in the affirmative. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
committee (Mr. Bocock) reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the state of the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 
House bill No. 295, being a bill to establish the | 
Pacific railroad, &c., and had come to no resolu- | 
tion thereon. 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, I am instructed 
by the committee of conference on the part of the 
House of Representatives to submit a report on | 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the | 
deficiency bill. 

The Clerk read the report, as follows: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill (H. R., No. 271) “to sup 
ply deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the 
fiscal year ending the thirtieth of June, 1854,’’ having met, 
after full and free conference, have agreed to recommend, 
and do recommend to their respective Houses, as follows: 

That the Senate do concur in the amendments of the 
House to the amendments of the Senate numbered 4, 10, 
38, 39, 43, and 46. | 

That the Senate concur with the amendments of the 
House, except the first amendment to the fifteenth amend 
ment of the Senate, with which the House concurs, with 
an amendment by striking out the word * four,” in line 
eleven, and in lieu thereof inserting “ three.”’ | 
That the Senate recede from its amendments numbered 
1, 12, 14, 20, 25, 26, 40, 42, 48, 52, and 53. 

That the House concur in Senate amendments numbered 
36 and 37. 

That the House concur in Senate amendment numbered 
24, with the following amendment: Strike out all alter the 
word * for’? in the first line, to and including the word 
‘“‘ him,”’ in the second line, and insert *‘ deficiencies for the | 
railroad surveys. ”’ 

That the House concur in the Senate amendment num- | 
bered 41, with the following amendment: Strike out all after | 
the word “ dollars,’ in line three, and insert, ‘* Provided, 
That there be allowed to the legal representatives of Robert 
Greenbow such sum, in addition to that received by him, as | 
together will make his salary for the time he was employed | 
as assistant law agent, equal to that authorized to be paid | 
to the land commissioners by the act of 3d March, 1853, 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses | 
of Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854.” | 


_ 


And that the House concur in the amendment of the Sen- 
ate numbered 51, with the following amendment: Strike 
out all after the word *‘ him,’ in the eleventh line thereof. | 

R. M. T. HUNTER, | 

JAMES JONES, 

WILLIAM M. GWIN, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

JOHN S. PHELPS, 

J. LETCHER, 

JOSEPH R. CHANDLER, 
Managers on the part of Ho. of Reps. 


Mr. PHELPS. I desire, Mr. Speaker, briefly 
to explain to the House the recommendations of 
the committee of conference. The first amend- | 
ment of the bill to which there is a disagreeing | 
vote is Senate amendment No. 4, which is as fol- 
lows: 

For payment of the claim of Thomas N. Johnson for his 


| 
| 


| therefore submit the | 





May 30, 


of December, 1851, to the L5th of September, 1859 
sum of $1,798 91. oe 





» the 


In this case the amendment is a mere ver! 
In the original amendment of the Senate, th 
of Mr. Johnson is printed as Thomas M. 
of Thomas N. There is also a trifling reduction jp 
the amount appropriated. In the Senate amend 
ment, the amount was $1,798 91, but in th, 
House this was reduced to $1,781 74. The Sen 
ate agrees to accept these amendments of ;, 
House. - 

The next amendment of the Senate on which 
there was a disagreeing vote was No. 10, whic 
is as follows: . 

orco e ee g 
of the Prendent’e House, 99,7700 N® Srounds sou 

The House adopted an amendment to thi, 
amendment, making an appropriation of ¢) 000 
for settees for the Capitol and President’s grounds 
This is concurred in by the Senate. ; r 

The next amendment of the Senate to which 
there was a disagreeing vote was No. 38, as {). 
lows: 


a! Oe, 
© Name 
INStead 


Page fourteen, after line three huudred and twenty-five 
insert as follows: nar ee 

And the jimitations imposed by the provisions contained 
in the act of 15th May, 1850, entitled **An act to supply 4, 
ficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the {is al 
year ending the 30th of June, 1850,” and the act of 
March, 1853, entitled “*An act making appropriations sj, 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for ty, 
year ending the 30th of June, 1854,” be, and the sane ay 
hereby, repealed. ; 

The House so amended the amendment ag tp 
strike it all out, and insert: 


And that the period limited for the appointment of com. 
missioner, surveyor, and chief astronomer, by the act 9 
May, 1850, shall be, and the same is hereby, extended jp 
the 30th of June, 1855. 


The next amendment on which there was a 
disagreeing vote is Senate amendment No. 39, as 
follows: 

For engraving maps, views, sections, and natural his. 
tory, of the survey of the boundary between the United 
States and Mexico, $10,000; to be expended under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Interior. 


The House adopted an amendment to this 
amendment, providing for the payment of the cost 
of engraving the plates of the agricultural part of 
the Patent Office report. The Senate concurs in 
that amendment. 


The next amendment on which there was a 
disagreeing vote was Senate amendment No. 43, 
as follows: 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
directed to examine the claims presented by certain coun- 
ties of the late Territory of Lowa, for expenses of the United 
States district court which were paid by said counties prior 
to the admission of said Territory into the Union as a State; 
and if, upon such examination, he is satisfied that, priortu 
said time, the said counties have paid money which, in 
accordance with the instructions of the First Comptroller 
of the Treasury, dated December 19, 1843, should have 
been paid by the marshal of the United States for said Ter 
ritory, he is directed to audit and allow the same. 


The amendment of the House was in the form 
of a substitute, as follows: 


That the First Comptroller of the Treasury be, and heis 
hereby, directed to examine the claims presented by certain 
counties of the late Territory of Lowa, for expenses of the 
United States district court, which were paid by said coun- 
ties prior to the admission of said Territory into the Union 
as a State; and if, upon such examination, he is satisfied 
that, prior to said time, the said counties have paid money 
which, in accordance with the instructions of the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury, dated 19th of December, 154s, 
as construed in the report of said First Comptroller to the 
Secretary of the Interior, under date of 13th of October, 
1853, in reference to said subject, should have been paid by 
the marshal of the United States for said Territory, be 's 
directed to audit and settle the same. 


The Senate concur in this amendment of the 
House. 


The forty-sixth amendment of the Senate was 
to add to the end of the bill the following: 


And be it further enacted, That all books, papers, doe- 
uments, and records, in the Department of the Interior, 
may be copied and certified, under the seal of that Depart- 
ment, (which is hereby recognized as Jegal,) in the same 
manner as those in the other Executive Departments may 
now by law be, and with the same force and effect. 


The amendment of the House was to add: 


And in all eases where a seal is necessary by law to any 
commission, process, or other instrument, provided for by 
the law of Congress, it shall be lawful to affix the proper 
seal by making an impression therewith directly on the 
paper to which the seal is necessary ; which shall be a 
valid as if made upon wax or other substance. 


In that amendment of the House the committee 
of conference recommend that the Senate ee 
The fiftieth amendment of the Senate is as fol- 


roads in regard to Government protection. He || services as marshal at the port of Shanghai, from the 9th || lows: 
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s. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
‘ oee of this act, there shall be, in addition to the 
: uth rized by the third section of the act of March 
—-9 entitled “An act making appropriations for the 
: | diptomatic expenses of Government for the year 
» the Both of June, 1854,” in the office of the Register 
‘oe Treasury, three clerks of class four, to include the 
oe w authorized to take charge of the redemption of 
und in the office of the Commissior of Pensions five 
. of class two, and fifteen clerks of class three; and 
: lerks shall be paid, according to the provisions of sa d 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
ppropriate d. 
The amendments of the House were to strike 
oa inelude the clerk now authorized to take charge of 
redempuon of stocks, 
_to insert after the words “‘ Register of the 
. %9 
T reasury, 
sin lieu of the temporary clerks now employed therein,”’ 


_—and after the word 
words 
_« yntil the 30th of June, 1854.” 

The committee recommend that the Senate con- 
cur in these amendments of the House, with the 
exception of the first one, and that the word 
“three? be substituted for the word * four,” so 
that the three clerks in the office of the Register of 
x » Treasury shall belong to class three, with a 
salary of $1,600 per annum, instead of class four, 
with a salary of $1,800 per annum. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would ask the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. Puerrs] how many clerks 
hat amendment gives to the Register of the 
J reasury ? 

Mr. PHELPS. Only two. The committee 
also recommend that the Senate recede from its 
following amendments: 


ei 


4 


to insert ** section’’ the 


No. 11, which was to insert: 


For iron flaggingin front of the old portion of the Patent 
Office Building, aud altering windows and private stair 


way. = JU. 


No 12, which was to insert: 
For aliering streets and repaving in front of the east wing 


of the Patent Ollice Building, iron railing and flagging, and 
painting new saloon, $14,250, ‘ 


No. 14, which was to insert: 

For completing the improvement of Pennsylvania avenue 
from Seventeenth to ‘Twenty-sixth street west, $9,000: 
Provided, That all appropriations herein made for repairs 
uid improvements of the public buildings or grounds within 

e District of Columbia, shall be expended under the di- 
rection of the Secretary of the Interior. 


No. 20, which was to insert: 


For the actual and necessary expenses incurred by the pro 
visional government of Oregon, in defending the people of 
said Territory from the attacks and hostilities of the Cayuse 
Indians, in the years 1847 and 1848, and for such allow- 
ances for the expense of adjusting the claims on that ac- 
count as the Secretary of the Treasury may deem proper, 
$75,000. But the said claims and accounts shall be settled 
and adjusted at such place, and in such manner, as the 
Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe; and no claims 
shall hereafter be allowed on account of this war which are 
not presented within the next fiscal year. 


No. 25, which was to insert: 


For continuing the works for bringing water into the city 
of Washington, $500,000, 


No. 26, which was to insert: 


For the payment of Richard H. Weightman, for mileage 
and per diem compensation as an agent claiming to be a Sen- 
ator elect from New Mexico, $2,464. 


No. 40, which was to insert: 


For the completion of the bridge across the Potomac river 
at Little Falls, and painting thereof, agreeably to the plan 


adopted under the direction of the President of the United 
States, $75,000. 


No. 42, which was to insert: 


And the marshals of the northern and southern districts 
of California shall have the same mileage and compensa- 
Uon for serving processes issuing from said commission as 
are allowed to the sheriffs for serving similar processes by 
the higher courts of California; and the same mileage and 
per diem shall be made to witnesses as are allowed to wit- 
hesses by the State of California. ° 


No. 48, which was to add: 


SEC. 4. And heit further enacted, That before any pay- 
ment shall hereafter be made to any invalid pensioner whose 
hame shall have been upon the pension list two years, he 
shall produce to the agents for paying pensions, to whom 
he shall apply for payment, the affidavit of two surgeons or 

‘ysicians, satisfactory to the Secretary of the Interior, 
‘tating, from personal examination, the continuance of dis 
ability, describing it, for which the pension was Originally 
granted, and the rate of such disability at the time of mak- 
we such affidavit, blank forms of which sball be furnished 

y the Commissioner of Pensions to agents for paying pen- 
*lons, for the use of pensioners ; and if in said affidavit the 
disability shall be stated at a rate below that for which the 
pension Was originally granted, he shall only be paid at the 
rate stated in said affidavit. Said affidavit shall be filed by 
Said agents, and carefully preserved, and copies thereof 


\| is unwilling to store paper for the other. 
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shall be transmitted, with the semi annual returns of said 
agents, to the Commissioner of Pensions, who shall file 
them with the original papers of the pensioner, respectively : 
Provided, That when the pension shall have been origin 
ally granted by a special act of Congress, or for a total dis- 
ability for the loss of a limb or other cause which cannot 
be removed, either in whole or in pert, the above affidavit 
shall not be required. 


No. 52, which was to add: 
Sec. 8. .dnd be it further enacted, That so much of the 
act entithed ** An act making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1853, and for other purposes,” as 
provides for compensation to the Spanish consul and 
others for losses occasioned by violence at New Orleans, 
and at Key West, in the year 1851, shall be so construed as 
to place Michael Papprenitza, a subject of Austria, on the 
same footing with the subjects of Spain. 


And the fifty-third amendment, which was to 
add: 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That for custom 
houses and marine hospitals, and to coMplete the same, 
the following sums be, and they are hereby, appropriated 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, namely : 

For completing the custom house at St. Louis, Missouri, 
$100,000 ; 

For completing 
$65,000 ; 

For completing 
$40,000; 


the custom-house at Mobile, Alabama, 


the custom house at Cincinnati, Ohio, 


For completing the custom house at Louisville, Ken- 
tuck y, $40,000 ; 

For completing the custom-house at Bangor, Maine, 
$20,000 ; 

For completing the custom-house at Bath, Maine, 


$20,000 ; 

For completing the custom-house at Wilmington, Dela 
ware, $12,000 ; 

For purchasing a site for a custom-house at Providence, 
Rhode Island, $24,000 ; 

For the purchase of a new site for the custom-house in 
Sau Francisco, $250,000; and the Secretary of the Treas 
ury is hereby authornzed, if, in his judgment, the public 
interest will thereby be promoted, to apply this appropria 
tion, and as much as may be necessary of former appro 
priations, for the erection of a custom house on the land 
reserved for said purpose, to the purchase of a building or 
buildings for a custom- house and other public offices ; and 
the said Seeretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to take 
all legal proceedings which may be necessary or advisable 
to maintain and secure the possession and title of the United 
States to the lot heretofore selected for the site of a custom- 
house ; 

For the erection of a custom house at Portland, Maine, 
including rooms tor the United States court, and for a post 
office, $200,000 ; 

To complete the marine hospital at Cleveland, Ohio, 
$25,000 ; 

‘lo complete the marine hospital at St. Louis, Missouri, 
$10,000 ; 

To complete the marine hospital at Chicago, Illinois, 
$8 ,U00 ; 

‘To complete the marine hospital at Louisville, Kentucky, 
$12,500 ; 

‘To complete the marine hospital at Paducah, Kentucky, 
$5,000 5 

To complete the marine hospital at Evansville, Indiana, 
$2,000 ; 

‘l'o complete the marine hospital at San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, $44,000; and to construct a marine hospital at Bur 
lington, lowa, $15,000. 


The committee also recommends that the House 
concur in Senate amendments Nos. 36 and 37, 
which are as follows: 

For rent of paper wareroom from the lst of January to 
the 30th of June, 1854, at $250 per annum, $125. 

For eartage of printing paper from wareroom and office 
of the Superintendent of Public Printing to the printing 


offices, and labor, from the Ist of January to the 30th of 


June, 1554, at $550 per annum, $275. 


~ 


It was stated in debate, when this matter was 
under consideration by the House, that the Cem- 
mittee on Printing had instructed the Superintend- 


| ent of the Public Printing to incur this expendi- 


ture. It was, however, urged that there was no 


| necessity for incurring this expenditure; that by 
the contracts made with the persons who were to 


deliver the paper for the public printing, they 
were to deliver it at such places in the city of 
Washington as the Superintendent might direct. 
It is true there was such a provision in the con- 
tracts made with those who supply the paper for 
the public printing; but as the Senate and House 
of Representatives have each elected a printer, 
the course pursued by the former Superintendent 
of Public Printing could not now be pursued. 
When there was but one public printer all the 
paper was deposited in the Union office. Gen- 
eral Armstrong, during the last session of Con- 
gress, rented a building especially for the purpose 
of storing the paper belonging to the Government 
of the United States, and the Superintendent went 
there and issued such quantities of paper as the 
public printer from time to time required. But 
there are now two public printers, and each office 
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becomes necessary, therefore, that there shall be 
some plac e W here the pa ver can be Inspec ted by 
the Superintendens, in cediee whl he may ascertain 
whether it corresponds with the contracts, before 
issuing it to the different offices. 

For these reasons the committee recommend a 
concurrence in that amendment. 


The twenty-fourth amendment is as follows: 

For the transportation of Governor Stevens and his party, 
and for explorations made by him between the Mississippi 
river and the Pacific ocean, 340,000, 

This amendment was adopted by the Senate for 
the purpose of covering a deficiency in the survey 
of Governor Stevens, and also to provide for addi- 
tional surveys of the pass known as Noble’s Pass. 

At the time that amendment was adopted by the 
Senate, Lieutenant Whipple had not returned. It 
has been ascertained that there is a deficiency in- 
curred by him of $15,000, and by Governor § 
vens of $25,000. ‘Those officers did not know, at 
the time they engaged in the surveys, that these 
deficiencies would occur. When it was ascer- 
tained that there was not a sufficient amount of 
money for the purpose of defraying the expenses, 
the question to be determined by them was, wheth- 
er they should abandon the prosecution of those 
surveys and return to the States, or endeavor to 
reach the settlements upon the Pacific coast. They 
determined to go on, and these expenses have been 
caused by a contingency unforeseen by them. 
They are, in some instances, individually respon- 
sible for those expenses, and the Departments 
have recommended that provision be made for 
them. 

The committee of conference recommend that 
the provision be so amended as that it will read: 

For deficiencies for railroad surveys between the Mis 
sissippi river and the Pacific ocean, 340,000, 

Mr. COBB. Does that cover the whole? 

Mr. PHELPS. That will cover the deficiency, 
so far as we are advised. 

Mr. COBB. You do not propose to appro- 
priate any more money ? 


Mr. PHELPS. Not by this bill. 
The committee of conference recommend a 


concurrence in the forty-first amendment, which 
is as follows: 


Ste- 


Page fourteen, line three hundred and twenty-eight, after 
the word ** California,” strike out ‘ $37,500,"? and tasert 
in lieu thereof ** $42,000 5°? and that $5,000 of said sum be 
paid to Robert Greenhow, assistant law agent to said beard, 
for services performed during the absence of the law agent. 

When the commission was established in Califor- 
nia for the adjudication of iand claims, it was pro- 
vided that the salaries of the commissioners should 
be $5,000 per annum, and that the same compensa- 
tion should be paid to the law agent,and to the as- 
sociatelawagent. Atthe last session of Congress, 
however, a provision was made, by which the 
commissioners were to be paid $8,000 per annum 
from the time of their employment, and that in- 
crease of salary was to apply to those who were 
then in office as well as to those who might there- 
after be appointed. Under that provision of law, 
those commissioners who have been removed from 
office, and have ceased to act, have been paid their 
salaries at the rate of $8,000 per annum. 

During the time Robert Greenhow acted as 
associate law agent, it is stated that the law agent 
himself was absent from the country a great por- 
tion of the time; that at the time Mr. Greenhow 
reached California, the law agent repaired to San 
Francisco, which was in the fall of 1852, I think, 
and thence returned to the United States, having 
rendered no service whatever; and there was no 
law agent in California from October, 1852, until 
Mr. Howard repaired there last June, under the 
appointment made by the present Administration. 
The committee of conference adopted the amend- 
ment here suggested, that the salary of the asso- 
ciate law agent should be, during the period that 
the duties of both the law agent and the associate 
law agent were performed by Mr. Greenhow, at 
the rate of $8,000 per annum. 

Mr. WALSH. What was she salary of the 
law agent? 

Mr. PHELPS. It was $5,000. 

Mr. WALSH. What was that of the assistant 
law agent? 

Mr. PHELPS. It was $5,000, the same with 
that of the law agent. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would like to hear the 

/ amendment agreed upon by the committee of con- 


It |} ference read. 
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The amendment was then read, as follows: 

Provided, That there be allowed to the legal represent- 
at.ves of Robert Greenhow, such sum, in addition to that 
received by him, as altogether will make his salary, forthe 
time he was employed as assistant law agent, equal to that 


authorized to be pad to the land commissioner by the act 
of the Sd of March, 1553, making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government tor the year 
ending the 30th June, 1854. 


Mr. HOUSTON. lL understand that amendment 
to increase the salary of the law agent? 

Mr. PHELPS. Only that of the associate law 
agent. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
increase of salary. 

Mr. PHELPS. It is not a permanent increase 
ofsalary aqall. Itonly asks thatthe amount named 
shall be paid to the legal representatives of Robert 
Greenhow, during that period of time when he 
was employed upon his duties, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
of the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Puecrs) if 
he can inform the House how long Mr. Green- 
how was employed as assistant law agent? 

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Greenhow was engaged 
there thirteen months and a half in the discharge 
of his duties. | do not know the time of his 
death. 

Mr. JONES. Is his salary by law $5,000? 

Mr. PHELPS. It is. 

Mr. JONES. Does this bill propose to make 
it #8,000° 

Mr. PHELPS. It does. 

Mr. WALSH. I will ask why the proposition 
is stated in such a round-about, circuitous, and 
mysterious manner? Why does not the amend- 
ment state the amount without referring us to an- 
other office? 

Mr. PHELPS. I would prefer, myself, if the 
langaage was a little more explicit and definite. 
But in a committee of conference there must, of 
necessity, be mutual concessions. 

Mr. WALSH. It looks very suspicious now. 

Mr. PHELPS. I would have preferred my- 
self that the amount should have been specifically 
stated But I have stated to the House what 
would be the effect under it. I have no disguise 
about it. 

Mr. LETCHER, (to Mr. Puetrs.) What is 
the question made by the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Warsu f 

Mr. PHELPS. He inquires why the amount 
to be paid to the legal representatives of Mr. 
Greenhow was not specified in so many dollars, 
instead of having been provided for in the manner 
in which it appears here? 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, Mr. Speaker, my 
colleague on that committee [Mr. Puecps] will 
recollect that we tried to get the amount clearly 
specified. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have so stated. 

The next matter in the report is, ‘that the 
House concur in the amendment of the Senate 
numbered 51, with the following amendment; 
strike out all after the word ‘him,’ in the eleventh 
line therof,’ ”’ 

The amendment will then stand as follows: 

Sec. 7. nd be it further enacted, That the portion of 
the seventh section of the act of 26th August, 1852, en- 
titled “ An act to provide for executing the public print- 
ing and establishing the prices thereof, and for other pur- 
poses,’? which provides * that when any documents shall 
be ordered to be printed by both Houses of Congress, the 
entire printing of such documents shall be done by the 
printer of that House which first ordered the same,” is 
hereby repealed ; and when there are different printers for 
the respective Houses, each shall do the printing which 
may hereatier be ordered by the House electing him. 

This is the amendment providing for the public 
printing. The Committee of Ways and Means 
of the House of Representatives recommend that 
the House should concur in this amendment, 
with an amendment by striking out all after the 
word ‘*him,’’ in the eleventh line. I will read 
that portion of the Senate’s amendment which 
will be struck out if the recommendation of the 
committee of conference should be adopted: 

And se much of the printing for the Executive Depart- 
ments and bureausof the Government as is ordered by the 


said act to be done by the public printer, shall be equally 
divided between the printers of the two Houses. 


I regard it as a permanent 


This was an amendment which, when the mat- 
ter was discussed in the Committee of the Whole, 
the Committee of Ways and Means urged should 
be adopted. It was adopted in Committee of the 
Whole; but, at the same time, the committee 
struck out the entire amendment. 





The effect of | 


adopting the recommendation of the committee of 
conference on this point will be this: that each 
House will control its own public printing as 
formerly; and, so far asthe Executive printing is 
concerned, which is directed by the law regulating 
the manner of exeeuting the public printing, and 
the prices to be paid therefor, it will be done by 
either of the public printers whom the Executive 
Departments may select. That portion of the 
Senate’s amendment regulating this, on the prin- 
ciple of equal division, was impracticable, and 
could not be executed. That regulation could not 
be executed, because It required the departmental 
printing to be equally divided between the two 
public printers, for the purpose of avoiding all 
difficulty in relation to this matter; and they have 
already got into difficulty about it The commit- 
tee of conference have recommended to the two 
Houses a concurrence in the fifty-first amendment, 
amended by striking out that portion of it which 
[ have last read. I[ understand that this recom- 
mendation is also acceptable to those engaged as 
the public printers. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I must ask for the previons 
question on the adoption of the report of the 
committee of conference. I am still ready, how- 
ever, to give any explanation that may be asked 
for in connection with it. 


Mr. MEACHAM. I want to know whether 
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there can be a division of the vote on this ques- | 


tion? There are some of these recommendations 
of the commuttee for which I can vote very cheer- 
fully, and for some I cannot vote atall. But if 
we must take the whole report, and vote for or 
against the adoption of it, I will vote against it. 

The SPEAKER. It must be voted for as a 
whole. 

Mr. MEACHAM. Then I call for the yeas 
and nays on the acceptance of the report. 

Mr. WHEELER. 
of the House. 

Mr. PHELPS. p 
tleman from Vermont (Mr. Meacuam] and to the 


1 move that there be a call | 


I have this to say to the gen- | 


House—and for the present I withdraw the call | 


for the previous question, 
report of a committee of conference, probably no 
member can go on such a committee and expect 


With reference to the | 


always to obtain his own wishes, or expect al- | 


ways to obtain that which might be considered as 
the desire of the House that he represents. The 
very object of appointing a committee of confer- 
ence is, that there may be mutual concession be- 
tween the two bodies disagreeing in their votes. 
And therefore, in this case, the committee of con- 
ference on the part of the House met the com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate with a desire to 


carry out, not their own views, but the views | 


which were indicated in the House of Represent- | 
| atives which they represented on that occasion. 


But they could not obtain all they desired, and 


| they therefore have recommended to the House 


certain concessions; and on the other side they 
have recommended that certain concessions be 
made by the Senate. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 
man from Missouri one question, I understand 
from the report, that in reference to most of the 
disputed amendmer ts the Senate has given way, 
and that the House has accomplished nearly 


everything it desired, except some small matters. | 


Mr.PHELPS. That is so. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Then I think we had bet- || 


ter accept the report. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I wish simply 


1 wish to ask the gentle- | 


| 
| 


to inquire of the gentleman from Missouri if he | 


did not labor under a misapprehension in specify- 


ing that the amendment in reference to the public | 


printing left i discretionary with the different 
Departments of Government to send their print- 


ing to whichever one of the printers the Depart- | 


ments might choose? 
Mr. PHELPS. As I understand the construc- 
tion of that law, and as | understand its practical 


operation, all the departmental printing is printed | 
by such public printer as the Executive Depart- | 


ments see fit to give it to. 
Mr. STANTON. 


that, that the gentleman labors under a misappre- 


I desire to say in reply to | 


hension. The law itself requires that all the Exec- | 


utive printing shall be sent to the Superintendent 
of Public Printing, and he distributes it as he 
thinks proper. 
Mr, PHELPS. How does he distribute it? 
Mr.STANTON. He gives it all to one printer. 











ay 30, 
Mr.PHELPS. It amounts to the same thine 
only | avoided using circumlocution to ex 8 
the fact. — 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to Say 
word, to see whether I understand this report 7 
rectly. If we concur in this report of the aa 
mittee, as I understand it, the appropriat Pa 
pay for surveying the two routes to Califor 
Stevens and Whipple will be passed; 
vision increasing the compensation of Greenhow 
will be passed; the provision for three clerks , 
the Register of the Treasury will be passed: des 
the provision with regard to printing wil be 
passed, so far as relates to the printing of the tw, 
Houses; and that the Senate recede from their 
other amendments. 
Mr. PHELPS. Notallofthem. The House 
concurs in the Senate amendment in reference to 
the paper warehouse, the cartage, &c. 
Before the gentleman from Missouri yields the 
floor, I desire to ask him a question. "There jg 
one part of this report in reference to which | wish 
to understand the facts. The provision to which 
I refer is this: : 


ion to 
nia by 
the pro. 


— forty-two thousand dollars ; and that $5,000 of gs, d 
sum be paid to Robert Greenhow, assistant law agent tp 
said board, for services perforined during the absence of tiie 
law agent.” a 

This, as I understand it, makes his sala; 
$8,000 per annum. 

Mr. PHELPS. I would remark to the genie. 
man that this language is precisely the same as 
that employed in the act of 1853. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am not commenting upon 
the language. I wish to ask the gentleman how 
long Greenhow acted as law agent? 

Mr. PHELPS. A little upwards of a year, 

Mr. HOUSTON. How long did he discharge 
double duties? 

Mr. LETCHER. During nearly the entire 
period. The law agent left soon after his arrival 
in California. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have the impression that he 
served as law agent twelve months, and that, 
during all that time, he discharged double duties, 
But I cannot tell exactly. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This amendment does not 
confine the increase of salary to the time during 
which he discharged double duties. It gives him 
an increased salary for the whole time that he was 
law agent. Am | right in that construction? 

Mr. PHELPS. Certainly, you are right. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then it occurs to me that 
it is an increase of salary, and even goes beyond 
the principle that the House overturned. 

Mr. PHELPS. Well, { demand the previous 
question. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move that there bea call 
of the House; and on that motion I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Wueet- 
eR’s motion; and, on a division, there were eigh- 
teen in the affirmative. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Count the other 
side. 1 want to know if there is a quorum here. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will ascertain if 
there is a quorum present. 

The Speaker then proceeded to count the House, 
when it appeared that there were only one hundred 
and five members present, being less than a quo- 
rum. 

Mr. JONES. I move that the House do now 
adjourn; and on that motion I ask for the yeas 
and nays. I make the motion for the purpose 0! 
ascertaining if there is a quorum here. [ shall 
vote against it myself, and hope it will be voted 
down. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 18, nays 93. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. There is no quorum votng. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I move that there be@ 
call of the House. 

A Memser. How many do there lacs of & 
quorum ? 

The SPEAKER. Six or seven. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I know where they are 
to be found if we haveacall of the House. — 

The SPEAKER. The motion for a call 1819 
order. 

Mr. PHELPS. 

| taken by tellers upon this question. 


y 


Task that the vote may be 
We shall 
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